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PRBSBYTERIANISM IN DEVON AND GOmALL IN THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 
T h e s i s p r e s e n t e d f o r the Degree o f M.A. 
by t h e Rev. J.T. G i l l e s p i e , B . A . 
3 1 s t . May,1943. 
H i g h f i e l d , 
Venn C r e s c e n t , 
Plymouth. 
PRESBYTERIMISM IN DEVON AND GORW^ALL IN THS 17th. GSHTURY. 
The term ' • P r e s h y t e r i a n " as i t - was a p p l i e d i n t h i s p e r i o d of E n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y i s a most c o n f u s i n g one. Through the r e l a t i o n s o f the 
P r e s b y t e r i a n p a r t y w i t h t h e Independents^ tne S c o t t i s n Church, and 
the p o l i t i c a l movements o f the t i m e s , the name was v e r y l o o s e l y 
a p p l i e d , "but i n g e n e r a l i t i s t a k e n to mean a l l tho s e who l e f t the 
C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d from 1660-1662 r a t h e r t h a n a c c e p t the e p i s c o p a l 
'system and a l l t h a t w_ent w i t h i t , u n l e s s t h e y d e f i n i t e l y c a l l e d 
-^  ' t h e m s e l v e s B a p t i ^ f o r rn*5pendent. T h i s i s not to s a y t h a t E n g l i s h 
^ P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m was vague or l o o s e i n i t s t h i n k i n g , or merely n e g a t i v e 
' i n i t s a t t i t u d e to the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s of the E s t a b l i s h e d 
Church. On t h e c o n t r a r y , i t had a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o o f f e r 
i n t h e p l a c e o f t h a t o f w h i c h i t d i s a p p r o v e d , and w h i l e P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m 
was more f u l l y d e v e l o p e d i n S c o t l a n d and Geneva t h a n i n England, 
t h e l a t t e r had a d i s t i n c t c h a r a c t e r o f i t s own. I t s a d v o c a t e s d e s i r e d 
t o c a r r y t h e R e f o r m a t i o n s t i l l f u r t h e r i n the Church of England, to 
what t h e y thought was a l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n , and not to be content 
w i t h compromise. T h i s was to be dpne by changing the framework o f 
C h u r c h government, b r i n g i n g i t s d o c t r i n e i n t o l i n e w i t h the p r l n q i p l e s 
o f the R e f o r m a t i o n , and by s i m p l i f y i n g i t s w o r s h i p and ceremonies. 
To t h e s e t h r e e , was added t h e q u e s t i o n o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f Church 
and S t a t e , and as t h i s was a l s o a b u r n i n g p o l i t i c a l i s s u e , i t tended 
t o c o m p l i c a t e m a t t e r s a l i t t l e , t h o u g h . i t i s q u i t e obvious t h a t the 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s s u e s were r e l i g i o u s . 
I t i s , o f c o u r s e , p r i m a r i l y a s y s t e m of Church p o l i t y t h a t the 
word " P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m " d e n o t e s , s i n c e i t i s d e r i v e d from the Greek 
' p r e s b u t e r o s ' ( o r ' p r e s b y t e r o s ' ) meaning 'an e l d e r ' and under t h i s 
s y s t e m e a c h c o n g r e g a t i o n , and the C h u r c h as a whole, i^s governed not 
o n l y b y o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r s b u t by laymen o r d a i n e d f o r t h i s t a s k a s 
w e l l . E a c h p a r i s h was t o be governed by the S e s s i o n , c o n s i s t i n g o f 
t h e m i n i s t e r s o r c l e r g y and a number o f e l d e r s e l e c t e d by the people. 
Then e a c h S e s s i o n deputed one or two m i n i s t e r s , and from two to f o u r 
e l d e r s t o r e p r e s e n t i t a t the meetings o f the " C l a s s i s " , a l s o c a l l e d 
t h e C l a s s i c a l P r e s b y t e r y , w h i c h managed the a f f a i r s o f a group o f 
p a r i s h e s . Next above t h e C l a s s i s came the P r o v i n c i a l Assembly, 
c o n s i s t i n g o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e G l a 8 s e s ( t h i s c o r r e s p o n d i n g to 
t h e S c o t t i s h "Synod"). T h i s Assembly came i n t o b e i n g o n l y i n London 
and L a n c a s h i r e . (¥hiting-"Studies i n E n g l i s h P u r i t a n i s m " ) . The crown 
o f t h e s y s t e m was t o have been a N a t i o n a l Assembly, the h i g h e s t c o u r t 
o f t h e whole Church. I n E n g l a n d i t c o u l d n ever have been l i k e the 
S c o t t i s h G e n e r a l Assembly, the c o u r t o f f i n a l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a p p e a l , 
s i n c e t h e E n g l i s h P a r l i a m e n t has r e s e r v e d t h a t r i g h t to i t s e l f , and 
i n a c t u a l f a c t t h i s N a t i o n a l Assembly n e v e r met and t h a t d i f f i c u l t 
s i t u a t i o n d i d not a r i s e . 
I n t h i s s y s t e m were two main p o i n t s o f c o n f l i c t w i t h t h a t l a i d 
down b y t h e C h u r c h o f England. The f i r s t was o ver the o r d i n a t i o n 
o f m i n i s t e r s ; i n the A n g l i c a n s y s t e m o r d i n a t i o n by a b i s h o p was 
a s i n e qua non, w h i l e P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m a s s e r t e d t h a t o r d i n a t i o n b y 
p r e s b y t e r s was a t l e a s t e q u a l l y v a l i d . The s e c o n d p o i n t was over 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the ' e l d e r ' , a S c o t t i s h i n n o v a t i o n , a l t h o u g h i t 
had a l s o b e e n a p a r t o f C o n t i n e n t a l P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m too. I n the e y e s 
o f many i t b r o k e the c o n t i n u i t y o f the Church o f E ngland m i n i s t r y , 
and worse s t i l l , i f M i l t o n was r i g h t t h a t " P r e s b y t e r was but p r i e s t 
w r i t l a r g e " , i t c r e a t e d a dozen p r e s b y t e r s i n the p a r i s h where t h e r e 
had o n l y b e e n one p r i e s t . Thus from t h e s i d e o f the c o n v i n c e d 
A n g l i c a n was t h e r e r e a s o n f o r o b j e c t i o n , w h i l e from the P r e s b y t e r i a n 
came the added o b j e c t i o n o f t h e power o f the b i s h o p , and ' p r e l a c y ' 
became a common term o f abuse o f the e p i s c o p a l system. Thomas B o l d 
o f E x t t e r was e x p r e s s i n g the p o i n t o f v i e w of many of the r e f o r m e r s 
when he s a i d t o B i s h o p Gauden-"Reverend S i r , f o r so I can and w i l l 
c a l l you i n a p o i n t o f good manners, though 'Reverend F a t h e r i n God' 
w i t h a 'May i t p l e a s e your G r a c e ' I d e c l i n e , a s a t i t l e w hich h a t h 
i n i t a l i q u i d A n t i c h r i s t i . " ( R h e t o r i c R e s t r a i n e d . 1669) 
( 2 ) 
The d o c t r i n a l s t a n d - p o i n t o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n s , a s shown by the 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s o f the W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly, was C a l v i n i s t i c , and t h e y 
were p r e p a r e d t o s u b s t i t u t e t h e i r C o n f e s s i o n o f P a i t h f o r the XXXIX 
A r t i c l e s o f t h e Church o f England. T h i s d o c t r i n e t h e y c l a i m e d was 
t o be p r i m i t i v e and a p o s t o l i c , i . e . to b a s e d o n l y on the S c r i p t u r e s 
o f the Old and New Testaments, and a l t h o u g h men o f l a t e r g e n e r a t i o n s 
have f e l t t h a t t h i s was d o u b t f u l , the C o n f e s s i o n of P a i t h and the 
L a r g e r and S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m s r e p r e s e n t the genuine c o n v i c t i o n s o f 
men who b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y were fo u n d i n g a scheme o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 
o r i g i n a t i n g i n " t h e Word o f God." 
A r i s i n g from t h i s s t a n d - p o i n t came the c o n t r o v e r s y over "CeremonieB" 
and " H a b i t s " , t h a t i s , the forms o f a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the Sacraments 
of- B a p t i s m and Holy Communion', t h e a b o l i t i o n o f c e r t a i n " s u p e r s t i t i o u s " 
u s a g e s l i k e t h e sign*j^the C r o s s i n t h e B a p t i s m a l ceremony, and o f the 
u s e o f a r i n g i n M a r r i a g e ; the w e a r i n g of v e s t m e n t s ; and the r e a d i n g 
o f a L i t u r g y ' i n the o r d i n a r y s e r v i c e s o f w o r s h i p . The Reformers 
w i s h e d t o s i m p l i f y t h e s e , and b r i n g them i n t o l i n e w i t h t h e i r more 
E v a n g e l i c a l d o c t r i n e , and though t h e y may seem a t f i r s t s e c o n d a r y 
m a t t e r s , t h e y became f o r the P r e s b y t e r i a n s v i t a l p o i n t s o f 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n , a l o g i c a l outcome o f t h e i r Reformed P a i t h . 
These were t h e i s s u e s a t s t a k e i n the movement v/hich l e d up t o the 
E j e c t i o n s of 1660-1662, when throughout E n g l a n d 1,909 men r e s i g n e d 
( o r were made to r e s i g n ) t h e i r l i v i n g s , o r p o s t s i n U n i v e r s i t i e s and 
s c h o o l s b e c a u s e t h e y were u n a b l e c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y to a c c e p t $he terms 
o f the A c t o f U n i f o r m i t y . (Matthews. C a l . Rev. I n t r o . x i i i . x i v . ) 
T h i s E j e c t i o n was not o f c o u r s e , the f i r s t or l a s t i n E n g l i s h h i s t o r y . 
T h e r e were t h o s e w h i c h had t a k e n p l a c e under Mary, E l i z a b e t h , James I , 
and d u r i n g t h e Commonwealth, and t h e r e was s t i l l a nother to come a f t e r 
t h e R e v o l u t i o n . But the i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e about t h i s one was t h a t 
i t l e f t a* permanent r e s u l t i n t h e l i f e of the c o u n t r y . With a l l the 
o t h e r s t h e r e was o n l y the removal o f the c l e r g y p r o s c r i b e d , a n d ( w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e N o n - j u r o r s who were s m a l l and had no p o p u l a r 
1 s u p p o r t ) t h e r e the m a t t e r ended. I n t h i s c a s e t h e r e was a v e r y 
c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f laymen who c o u l d not conform as w e l l as the 
m i n i s t e r s , and who w i s h e d them to c o n t i n u e t h e i r work along the l i n e s 
o f t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n . Thus was formed the movement of o r g a n i s e d 
D i s s e n t , or "Nonconformity" w h i c h has p l a y e d and s t i l l p l a y s a not 
u n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l l i f e o f England. 
The S i g n i f i c a n c e o f Devon and C o r n w a l l . 
These two c o u n t i e s a r e a v a l u a b l e f i e l d i n w h i c h to s t u d y t h i s 
;movement, f o r t h r e e r e a s o n s : -
( a ) P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m i n them d i d not d i f f e r i n any important 
r e s p e c t from t h a t o f o t h e r c o u n t i e s o f England. They t h e r e f o r e 
o f f e r a g o o d ^ i ^ c t i o n o f the whole movement'J^which we can s t u d y i t 
i n more d e t a i l . 
( b ) I t was from Devon t h a t the l a r g e s t nuiifber of e j e c t i o n s took 
p l a c e ( 1 2 1 ) , t h e o n l y o t h e r county t o approach i t b e i n g Y o r k s h i r e ( 1 1 0 ) 
and f a r e x c e e d i n g t h o s e o f even London and W e s t m i n s t e r ( 7 6 ) . 
C o r n w a l l ( 4 2 ) r e p r e s e n t s a good a v e r a g e ? county. 
( c ) T here i s more i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e f o r Devon and C o r n w a l l 
t h a n f o r any o t h e r p a r t o f the c o u n t r y , thanks t o the z e a l o f 
S e t h Ward, B i s h o p o f E x e t e r , who c i t e d 57 o f the n o n - s u b s c r i b e r s 
o f h i s d i o c e s e i n t o h i s c o u r t and pronoxinced s e n t e n c e of d e p r i v a t i o n 
on them. He seems to have been the o n l y bisho^/*Book t h i s t r o u b l e , 
b u t the r e c p r d o f h i s s e n t e n c e s i s v e r y v a l u a b l e , and a l t h o u g h i t 
does not c o v e r a l l the e j e c t i o n s , i t s o m i s s i o n s a r e made good by 
t h e I n s t i t u t i o n Book,kept a t the B i s h o p ' s R e g i s t r y . 
A u t h o r i t i e s . 
s t u d y o f 
The s t a n d a r d work and b a s i s o f a l l / t h e e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s o f the 
17th. c e n t u r y i s Edmund Calamy's 'Abridgement o f Mr. B a x t e r ' s 
H i s t o r y o f h i s L i f e and Times'. 1702. Calamy was d e e p l y r o o t e d i n 
Nonconformity s i n c e h i s f a t h e r and g r a n d f a t h e r had been e j e c t e d , he 
was r e a r e d among some o f i t s b e s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , and was f i n a l l y 
o r d a i n e d i n 1694 by s i x o f them. H i s second e d i t i o n o f 1713 was 
( 3 ) 
much f u l l e r i n i t s t r e a t m e n t , w i t h a d d i t i o n s , c o r r e c t i o n s , and some 
r e a r r a n g e m e n t , and he f o l l o w e d i t up i n 1727 w i t h h i s Appendix-'A 
C o n t i n u a t i o n o f the Account. ' 
Meanwhile a High C h u r c h clergyman, John Walker, had been moved 
to r e p l y t o Calamy's a c c o u n t o f the i l l - t r e a t m e n t o f the e j e c t e d , 
p a r t l y by comparing i t w i t h the h a r s h measures o f the Comaonwealth 
a c c o r d e d t o t h e l o y a l i s t m i n i s t e r s , and a f t e r t e n y e a r s ' r e s e a r c h 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1714 'An a t tempt towards r e c o v e r i n g an acooxint of the 
numbers and s u f f e r i n g s o f the c l e r g y o f the c h u r c h of England... e t c . ' 
I n h i s r e f e r e n c e s to many i n d i v u a l c a s e s t h i s i s a u s e f u l s o u r c e . 
Calamy's work has now appeared i n o t h e r r e v i s e d forms, the s t a n d a r d 
one u n t i l r e c e n t l y b e i n g Samuel P a l m e r ' s 'The N o n c o n f o r m i s t s ' Memorial' 
1 s t e d i t i o n 1775, r e i s s u e d 1777 and 1778, and a 2nd e d i t i o n i n 1802. 
P a l mer was p r e j u d i c e d i n f a v o u r o f the Nonconformists, r a t h e r t h a n i n 
a t t e m p t i n g to be o b j e c t i v e , but h i s arrangement o f place-names, and 
h i s c o mbining o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n Calamy's 'Account' and ' C o n t i n u a t i o n ' 
makes i t a b e t t e r r e f e r e n c e b o o k . ( A b b r e v i a t i o n - N . M. ) 
The most r e c e n t form o f Calamy i s 'Calamy R e v i s e d ' b y A.G. Matthews 
"and p u b l i s h e d by the O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s i n 1934. The a u thor has 
s i f t e d Calamy's e v i d e n c e c a r e f u l l y and compared i t w i t h a l l a v a i l a b l e 
s o u r c e s s u c h a s S t a t e p a p e r s , p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s e t c . C e r t a i n l y as f a r as 
Devo&J^iornwall a r e c o n c e r n e d , h i s r e f e r e n c e s a r e e n t i r e l y a c c u r a t e , 
and t h i s i s now our s t a n d a r d r e f e r e n c e work on t h i s s u b j e c t . Por a 
f u l l a c c o u n t o f Galamy, h i s a u t h o r i t i e s , methods, and the r e s u l t s of 
modern r e v i s i o n , see Matthew's I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
Other S o u r c e s ; 
T r a n s a c t i o n s o f the D e v o n s h i r e A s s o c i a t i o n . (D,A,T.) 
D i c t i o n a r y o f N a t i o n a l B i o g r a p h y (D.N.B. ) 
Gordon-'Preedom A f t e r E j e c t i o n ' , 1690-1692". (A r e v i e w o f P r e s b y t e r i a n 
and C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Nonconformity i n E n g l a n d / W a l ^ . 1917. 
R e l i q u a e B a x t e r i a n a e . ed. b y M. S y l v e s t e r . 1696. ( R e l . Baxl". ) 
S h a w - H i s t o r y o f the E n g l i s h Church 1640-1660.2 v o l s . 1 9 0 0 . 
T u r n e r - O r i g i n a l R e c o r d s o f E a r l y Nonconformity under P e r s e c u t i o n 
and I n d u l g e n c e , ed. G. Lyon T u r n e r . 3 v o l s . 1911-1914. 
Wood- Athenae O x o n i e n s e s , ed. P. B l i s s . 5 v o l s . 1813-1815. (Ath. Ox. ) 
W h i t i n g - S t u d i e s i n E n g l i s h P u r i t a n i s m 1660-1688. [ ^ 
D r y s d a l e - H i s t o r y o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n s i n England. (Ti- " 
M 'Crie- A n n a l s of E n g l i s h P r e s b y t e r y . / " 
C o l l i g a n - E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y Nonconformity. ' ^ 
Por r e f e r e n c e t o the copy of'The J o i n t - T e s t im6nie o f the M i n i s t e r s 
o f Devon' I am i n d e b t e d t o the Rev. J . Hay C o l l i g a n , P r e s i d e n t of 
the H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church o f England, and 
t o the L i b r a r i a n , W a r r i n g t o n P u b l i c L i b r a r y , a l s o to the L i b r a r i a n , 
Dr. W i l l i a m s ' L i b r a r y , London, f o r a c c e s s t o t h e s e books and MSS; 
Alia 'Ccc^'^ ^ ^ \4t^tu^ i^jMuu^ IJS>**^ ^K>xr.r ^us. 
O r i g i n s . 
One o f t h e e a r l i e r i n f l u e n c e s i n i n t r o d u c i n g P r e s b y t e r i a n d o c t r i n e s 
i n t o the E n g : l i s h Church was p r o b a b l y t h a t of M a r t i n Bucer w i t h h i s 
d r a f t o f Church r e f o r m f o r Edward V I . Another seed was w i t h o u t doubt 
sown by John A ' L a s c o , the P o l i s h r e f o r m e r , who was one o f the f o r e i g n 
d i v i n e s who came to E n g l a n d a t the c a l l o f Cranmer, to f u r t h e r the 
R e f o r m a t i o n . He was the f o u n d e r o f the " f i r s t l e g a l l y o r g a n i s e d body 
of C h u r c h e s i n E n g l a n d o u t s i d e the p a l e o f the n a t i o n a l E s t a b l i s h m e n t . 
These C h u r c h e s were bound t o g e t h e r a c c o r d i n g t o a P r e s b y t e r i a n form o f 
Drganisation, and they embodied P r e s b y t e r i a n p r i n c i p l e s and i d e a s 
Deyond a n y t h i n g t h a t the E n g l i s h or S c o t t i s h R e f o r m a t i o n had y e t s e e n " 
( D r y s d a l e - p . 4 0 . ) and c e r t a i n l y i t was by a remarkable c h a r t e r - the 
A.ct o f P a r l i a m e n t o f 24th. J u l y 1550- t h a t the f o r e i g n e x ~ I l e s i n 
London were a l l o w e d to c o n s t i t u t e an advanced P r o t e s t a n t R e f o r m a t i o n 
Ln t h e i r ' E c c l e s i a P e r e g r i n o r u m ' - 'the Church o f the S t r a n g e r s . ' 
Jishop Hooper w i t h h i s d i s t i n c t i v e P u r i t a n watchwords, and h i s s t r o n g 
) b j e c t i o n s t o e p i s c o p a l and c l e r i c a l v e s t m e n t s made a n o t a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the movement, a s d i d John Knox w h i l e he was i n England 
from 1549-1553, and a s C h a p l a i n to Edward he had no s m a l l i n f l u e n c e 
i t C o u r t . But i t was d u r i n g the M a r i a n p e r s e c u t i o n t h a t t h e f u t u r e 
' r e s b y t e r i a n i s m was g i v e n i t s s t r e n g t h when men l i k e Knox, Goodman, 
r i l b y , Whittingham and G o v e r d a l e f l e d to the C o n t i n e n t , and t o Geneva 
.n p a r t i c u l a r where t h e y saw the Church modelled a f t e r C a l v i n ' s i d e a l , 
'or t h e y b r o u g h t b a c k i t s p r i n c i p l e s t o t h i s c o u n t r y on t h e i r r e t u r n , 
io s t r o n g was t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t h a t P e r r y , who shows s t r o n g "Church" v i e w s . 
( 4 ) 
r e m a r k s o f the Church i n the s u c c e e d i n g r e i g n -"The main body o f the 
E l i z a b e t h a n B i s h o p s were C a l v i n i s t s i n d o c t r i n e and i n c l i n e d to 
P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m i n d i s c i p l i n e . " ( S t u d e n t s ' E n g l i s h Church H i s t o r y . 
y.g^l. i i . 291) 
The y e a r s 1566-1567 saw the r e a l r i s e o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n p a r t y , 
b y Whittingham. G r i n d a l , and P i l k i n g t o n , f o r a number of them broke 
from "pub l i e w o r s h i p i n t h e Churches, and assembled a s th e y had 
o p p o r t u n i t y i n p r i v a t e houses or e l s e w h e r e , to worship God i n a way 
wh i c h d i d not go a g a i n s t t h e l i g h t o f t h e i r c o n s c i e n c e s . "They 
a d m i n i s t e r e d t h e Sacraments, o r d a i n e d e l d e r s , and m a i n t a i n e d d i s c i p l i n e 
among t h e m s e l v e s a c c o r d i n g t o the o r d e r o f the Geneva S e r v i c e Book." 
( D r y s d a l e . p. 1 0 5 ) . An i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t i s t h a t t h e i r type of 
Churchmanship was r e c o g n i s e d , f o r when Whittingham was appoi n t e d Dean 
o f Durham, h i s "Genevan" o r d i n a t i o n a s a m i n i s t e r was a c c e p t e d a s v a l i d . 
Remote a s t h i s t y p e of Churchmanship was from t h a t adopted i n England 
a t ghe R e f o r m a t i o n , i t became obvious t h a t i t c o u l d not be r e c o n c i l e d 
t o t h e l a t t e r , and the e c c l e s i a s t i c s had to watch i t s s t e a d y growth 
w i t h o u t b e i n g a b l e to accomodate i t ' e a s i l y ^ i n the Church. 
I n a l l t h e s e movements, the c o u n t i e s o f Devon^ and C o r n w a l l began 
to p l a y t h e i r p a r t . An i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r throughout was the i n f l u e n c e of 
E x e t e r C o l l e g e , Oxford. T h e r e were 64 o f i t s g r a d u a t e s , n e a r l y a l l men 
from t h e west c o u n t r y , among t h e e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s , which i s to say 
t h a t a t h i r d .((fit l e a s t ) o f t h o s e who went out from Devon and C o r n w a l l 
were E x e t e r men, and among them was John Conant, i t s R e c t o r 1649-1662. 
Among t h e e a r l y p e r s o n a l f a c t o r s was the i n f l u e n c e o f two n a t i v e s 
o f Devon, J o h n J e w e l and R i c h a r d Hooker. J e w e l was a contemporary o f 
o f Whittingham a t Oxford, and the f r i e n d s h i p c o n t i n u e d d u r i n g the e x i l e 
p e r i o d . He t h o r o u g h l y u n d e r s t o o d the " p r o s " and "cons" o f the "Geneva" 
c o n t r o v e r s y . When i n 1562 he p u b l i s h e d h i s 'Apologia E c c l e s i a e 
A n g l i c a n a e ' a l t h o u g h t h e type o f Ghurchmanship was u n l i k e the "Genevan" 
Wis v i e w s met w i t h a p p r o b a t i o n and a d m i r a t i o n from a l l p a r t i e s . Hooker's 
c e l e b r a t e d t r e a t i s e on " E c c l e s i a s t i c a l P o l i t y " was an e x p o s i t i o n of 
Churchmanship c a l l e d f o r t h c h i e f l y by the c o n t r o v e r s i e s of the tim e s . 
I t d i f f e r e d f r o m t h a t o f J e w e l , b u t compared w i t h the a r b i t r a r y c l a i m s 
t h a t a r o s e from t h e time o f James I , Hooker's Churchmanship was moderate. 
The R e i g n o f James I . 
F i v e y e a r s b e f o r e E l i z a b e t h ' s long r e i g n t e r m i n a t e d i n 1603, 
W i l l i a m C o t t o n had been a p p o i n t e d B i s h o p of E x e t e r . A v a l u a b l e s u r v e y 
o f t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n . Devon a t the time of h i s t e n u r e of 
o f f i c e i s d e r i v e d from tv/o t r e a t i s e s v,rritten by Thomas Hut ton, a 
F e l l o w o f S t . J o h n ' s C o l l e g e , Oxford, end a t t h a t time Archdeacon a t 
E x e t e r . B i s h o p C o t t o n was a ' p l u r a l i s t , ' "^eing f o r n e a r l y the whole 
o f h i s e p i s c o p a t e the R e c t o r o f S i l v e r t o n , Devon. I t i s not t h e r e f o r e 
s u r p r i s i n g to l e a r n t h a t he opposed the P u r i t a n s ( v i d e D.N.B. ) 
Arch d e a c o n Hutton ap p e a r s t o have been the mouth-piece,of B i s h o p 
C o t t o n ' s v i e w s , and made f r e q u e n t r e f e r e n c e s to them from the C a t h e d r a l 
p u l p i t a t E x e t e r . 
I n 1605 ( t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the r e i g n of James I ) he i s p u e d a book 
a t O x f o r d e n t i t l e d -"The F i r - s t P a r t of an Answer... e t c . "taanininllii ini.ag) 
The f o l l o w i n g y e a r he p u b l i s h e d "The Second P a r t of an Answer..." 
(London. 1606). T h i s second volume has an "Appendix...of a l l o t h e r 
e x c e p t i o n s t a k e n by o t h e r s a g a i n s t the Books o f Common P r a y e r , 
Communion, H o m i l i e s , and O r d i n a t i o n . " T h i s "Second P a r t " was 
•presumably i n t e n d e d to be a g e n e r a l answer t o the P u r i t a n p a r t y and 
Inot o n l y t o " c e r t a i n M i n i s t e r s o f Devon" who had te n d e r e d t h e i r r e a s o n s 
t o r r e f u s i n g t o s u b s c r i b e to t h e Book of Common P r a y e r . The f a c t t h a t 
p u t t o n was p r o b a b l y the mouthpiece of the Bi s h o p i s borne out by a 
l i p i n the "Appendix". The t i t l e - p a g e o f the volume s t a t e s t h a t i t 
|jame " t o the hands o f . a n h o n o u r a b l e personage", b u t on page 156 i t i s 
t a t e d t h a t " t h e r e was s e n t t o us from an honourable personage", and 
|the l a t t e r s t a t e m e n t i s p r o b a b l y a c c u r a t e . 
B u t t o n ' s two books form a comprehensive s u r v e y or the p o i n t s or 
l ^ i r r e r e n c e between the P u r i t a n c l e r g y and the " p r e l a t i c a l " c l e r g y a t 
he b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 17th. c e n t u r y . They c o n t a i n a comprehensive 
Jummary o f t he p o i n t s i n d i s p u t e , and Button's t r e a t m e n t was s c h o l a r l y 
nd s k i l f u l , h i s method b e i n g to support, h i s arguments by a u t h o r i t i e s 
e c o g n i s e d by t h e P u r i t a n s - C a l v i n , Beza, L u t h e r , The i m p r e s s i o n he 
| ) b v i o u s l y d e s i r e d to make was t h a t the P u r i t a n s were o b s t i n a t e , but 
he o b j e c t i o n s w h i c h Hutton s e t out to r e f u t e would s t i l l be 
M a i n t a i n e d by many modern Non c o n f o r m i s t s . One statement i s s i g n i f i c a n t -
( 5 ) 
he a d m i t s t h a t t h e term" p r i e s t " i n t h e P r a y e r Book i s In t e n d e d to 
s i g n i f y " p r e s b y t e r " . 
I n t h e document r e c e i v e d from "an honourable personage" i s the f a 
f o l l o w i n g v i t a l s t a t e m e n t w h i c h a p p a r e n t l y e x p r e s s e s the a t t i t u d e o f 
t h e Devon c l e r g y -
"Wee p r o t e s t b e f o r e t h e A l m i g h t i e God t h a t wee 
.acknowledge the C h u r c h e s ( s i c ) o f E n g l a n d ( a s they a r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d by A u t h o r i t y ) to be t r u e V i s i b l e Churches 
o f C h r i s t ; That we d e s i r e the Continuance o f our 
M i n i s t r i e i n them, above a l l e a r t h l i e t h i n g s - as t h a t 
w i t h o u t w h i c h our whole l i f e would be wearisome and 
b i t t e r u n to us: That we d i s l i k e / ^ s e t form of P r a y e r 
to be u s e d i n our Church. P i n a l l y whatsoever f o l l o w e t h 
i s not s e t down o f any e v i l minde to deprave the Book 
o f Common P r a y e r , O r d i n a t i o n , o r H o m i l i e s , but o n l y to 
show some r e a s o n s why we cannot s u b s c r i b e unto a l l t h i n g s 
c o n t a i n e d i n the same Book.". 
(Second P a r t o f an Answer.pp. 156 f f . ) 
Prom t h i s s t a t e m e n t , and from what f o l l o w s , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t the 
Devon c l e r g y were moderate i n t h e i r Churchmanship a t t h i s s t a g e ; and. 
t h a t t h e y were d e v e l o p i n g the l i n e s l a i d down^Jb^;_GarJwright r a t h e r 
t h a n upon t h e r a d i c a l p o l i c y o r i g i n a t e d a t Geneva a t t h e end o f Queen 
Mary's r e i g n by W i l l i a m Whittingham and John B o d l e y - the l a t t e r a 
Devon gentleman and f a t h e r o f the founder of t h e B o d l e i a n L i b r a r y 
a t Oxford. 
At t h i s p e r i o d , t hrough t h e moderate a t t i t u d e of the P u r i t a n 
c l e r g y , a 'modus v i v e n d i ' might have been p o s s i b l e , but t h i s was soon 
h o p e l e s s b e c a u s e o f c e r t a i n o c c u r r e n c e s and developments, t h e c h i e f 
o f which, were:-
1. The s t r u g g l e between K i n g and' P a r l i a m e n t o v e r the power of 
the monarchy, and the appearance o f the t h e o r y of the 'Di v i n e 
R i g h t o f K i n g s . ' 
2. The c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r t h e Sabbath, a r o u s e d by James' Book of 
S p o r t s ( 1 6 1 8 ) , whereby he e s s a y e d to s e t t l e what k i n d of 
r e c r e a t i o n s s h o u l d be f o l l o w e d on a Sunday. He d e c i d e d t h a t 
t h o s e who went to Chu r c h i n the morning might, indeed s h o u l d 
spend t h e a f t e r n o o n i n dan c i n g , a r c h e r y , and jumping, b ut not 
i n b o w l i n g , b e a r - b a i t i n g , and p l a y - a c t i n g . T h i s was v e r y 
d i s t a s t e f u l to the P u r i t a n f e e l i n g of many of h i s s u b j e c t s , who 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t Sunday s h o u l d be kept i n a manner s i m i l a r to 
t the J e w i s h Sabbath. 
3. The r e v i v a l o f the P r e d e s t i n a t i o n c o n t r o v e r s y , r e s u l t i n g i n ^ 
the f i r s t d o c t r i n a l d i v i s i o n o f the Church. James s e n t 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e Dutch Synod o f Dordrecht, o r D o r t ( l 6 1 8 ) 
t o v o t e w i t h the m a j o r i t y i n f a v o u r of t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n and 
s u p p r e s s i o n o f the t h e o l o g i c a l p r o f e s s o r whose L a t i n i s e d name 
was A r m i n i u s . A r m i n i a n i s m was a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the f a t a l i s m o f 
C a l v i n ' s t e a c h i n g on t h e i l l i m i t a b i l i t y o f God's w i l l i n the 
" f o r e - O r d i n a t i o n " o f whatever comes to p a s s , and the " P r e d e s t i n -
a t i o n " o f t h o s e whom He s h o u l d " e l e c t " t o be"savedl' But a t home 
James began t o a c c e p t t h e s e A r m i n i a n v i e w s and sought to chepk 
t h e power o f the P u r i t a n s . 
4. The i n c r e a s i n g s e v e r i t y o f the B i s h o p s towards the P u r i t a n s , 
e s p e c i a l l y under A r c h b i s h o p Laud, whose p o l i c y was t o e n f o r c e 
u n i t y on the l i n e s o f c e r e m o n i a l u n i f o r m i t y . - Whereas h i s 
opponents sought t o s e c u r e u n i t y i n the Church by l o o k i n g t o 
e v e r y man's c r e e d , he sought r a t h e r to s e c u r e a c q u i e s c e n c e i n 
the "Ceremonies" and u s e o f " H a b i t s " p r e s s c r i b e d by t h e P r a y e r ' 
Book. 
5. The c o u n t e r movement a g a i n s t t h e B i s h o p s l e a d i n g e v e n t u a l l y t o 
the "Root and B r a n c h " P e t i t i o n ( 1 6 4 0 ) . 
6. The P u r i t a n demand f o r a d e m o c r a t i c c o n t r o l of the Church- the 
i n c l u s i o n o f the l a i t y i n i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n . 
A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e l a t i v e l y moderate c l a i m s o f the P u r i t a n c l e r g y i n 
von and C o r n w a l l shown d u r i n g the e p i s c o p a t e of W i l l i a m C o t t o n 
6. 
were s t i l l i n e v i d e n c e d u r i n g the e p i s c o p a t e o f Bishop J o s e p h H a l l 
( B i s h o p o f E x e t e r 1627-1641). H a l l had accompanied King James I to 
S c o t l a n d i n 1617, and i n the f o l l o w i n g y e a r had been s e n t to the 
Synod o f Dort a s one o f t h e K i n g ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . Bishop H a l l ' s 
p o l i c y towards t h e P u r i t a n s o f h i s d i o c e s e seems to have been 
c o n c i l i a t o r y , b u t h i s Churchmanship was a f f e c t e d b y h i s support 
o f t h e K i n g , and he had t o f o l l o w h i s l e a d from the C a l v i n i s m of 
Dort to r e p r e s s i o n of the P u r i t a n s . I n the y e a r 1640 H a l l i s s u e d 
"The D i v i n e R i g h t o f E p i s c o p a c y " , w i t h Laud's a l t e r a t i o n s ( s ee D.N.B.) 
The f o l l o w i n g y e a r he became B i s h o p o f Norwich. H a l l was an a b l e 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t , though g i v e n to s & t i r e , and had i t not been f o r 
h i s R o y a l i s t v i e w s , h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p o l i c y would have done 
something t o s t i l l the a p p r o a c h i n g storm, ^ e n he l e f t the E x e t e r 
d i o c e s e i n 1641, P r e s b y t e r i a n and P u r i t a n c l e r g y were e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
many o f the p a r i s h e s o f Devon and C o r n w a l l , a s i s shown by the E j e c t i o n 
r e c o r d s . 
(A r e p l y t o Bi s h o p H a l l ' s " D i v i n e R i g h t o f E p i s c o p a c y " was w r i t t e n 
by 5 P r e s b y t e r i a n m i n i s t e r s under the t i t l e o f t h e i r i n i t i a l s 
SMECTYMNUS, and a l t h o u g h not men i n Devon and C o r n w a l l , t h e v i e w s of 
the P r e s b y t e r i a n s g e n e r a l l y c a n be i n f e r r e d from t h i s work.) 
I n 1641, H a l l was suc c e e d e d pt E x e t e r , by R s l p h Brownrigg. 
a C a l v i n i s t , and l a t e r (to bei one o f P a r l i a m e n t ' s nominees f o r 
membership o f t he W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly of D i v i n e s . T h i s was a 
f a t e f u l y e a r f o r England, and t h e r e were s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t an 
open s t r u g g l e was i n e v i t a b l e . I n the summer s u c c e s s f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s 
were c o n c l u d e d between E n g l a n d and S c o t l a n d , s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e i r 
common cSu^e a g a i n s t C h a r l e s , and Stephen M a r s h a l l , an el o q u e n t 
P r e s b y t e r i a n , was d i r e c t e d t o p r e a c h b e f o r e t h e House of Commons. 
T h i s he d i d i n September, i n a sermon a f t e r w a r d s p r i n t e d under the 
t i t l e - " A P e a c e O f f e r i n g to God"- i n which he s a i d : " You have begun 
w e l l ; y e t t h e r e i s much to be done, the r o o t o f the e v i l i s not y e t 
t a k e n away. The m i n i s t r y i s not y e t purged: c i t i e s and towns and 
o t h e r p l a c e s o f t h e kingdom want b r e a d f o r t h e i r s o u l s . " 
I n November, i n p r e s e n t i n g the Grand Remonstrance, Pym 
s a i d - " T h e g r e a t e s t l i b e r t y o f the kingdom i s r e l i g i o n " and to him 
r e l i g i o n meant P u r i t a n i s m , and he was s p e a k i n g f o r P a r l i a m e n t , 
w h i l e behind" P a r l i a m e n t s t o o d the m a j o r i t y o f t h e n a t i o n . Prom t h a t 
time the c o u n t r y s l o w l y d r i f t e d i n t o c i v i l war. 
The C i v i l War. 
D e s p i t e t h e i r d i s t a n c e from London, and the d i f f i c u l t i e s o f 
t r a n s p o r t and communication, Devon and C o r n w a l l became v e r y much 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e War. C o r n w a l l - the "West B a r b a r y " of the ti m e - was 
f o r t he K i n g , b u t Devon was on the s i d e o f P a r l i a m e n t a t the b e g i n n i n g , 
w i t h two or t h r e e n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n s . 
E x e t e r was t a k e n by t h e E a r l o f Bedferd, the L o r d L i e u t e n a n t o f Devon, 
and h e l d by him f o r the P a r l i a m e n t . I t was b e s i e g e d by S i r ^ ohn 
B e r k e l e y , and t h e n by P r i n c e Maurice, and i t s u r r e n d e r e d i n September 
1643, a f t e r w h i c h i t was r e g a r d e d a s one o f the most s e c u r e R o y a l i s t 
s t r o n g h o l d s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 
Eixmouth was a R o y a l ' ^ g a r r i s o n u n t i l i t s u r r e n d e r e d to S i r H a r d r e s s 
W a l l e r i n March, 1646, A x m i n s t e r a l s o seemed to l e a n t o the s i d e o f 
t h e R o y a l i s t s , and was u s e d by them i n t h e i r approaches to Lyme. 
Salcombe C a s t l e was the l a s t p l a c e i n Devon w h i c h adhered to the 
c a u s e o f C h a r l e s I . ( W o t t h - H i s t o r y o f Devonshire. 2 5 0 ) . I t f e l l 
a f t e r f o u r months s i e g e i n 1646. 
A p a r t from t h e s e towns i n t he South, Devon as a whole adhered 
to t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y c a u s e w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h e i r P u r i t a n t e n d e n c i e s . 
T i v e r t o n was i n the c u r i o u s p o s i t i o n o f b e i n g , a s a town,strong f o r 
P a r l i a m e n t , b u t h a v i n g i t s c a s t l e g a r r i s o n e d f o r the Ki n g u n t i l 
F a i r f a x ' s f o r c e s took i t i n October,1645. B a r n s t a p l e , the c a p i t a l 
o f N o r t h Devon, had s t r o n g P a r l i a m e n t a r y s y m p a t h i e s , a l t h o u g h i t was 
h e l d by the R o y a l i s t s under G o r i n g from September,1644 t i l l A p r i l , 
1646, when F a i r f a x r e c a p t u r e d i t . I t s P u r i t a n s p i r i t i s a l s o i n d i c a t e d 
b y t h e i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t t h a t i t was one of the w e s t e r n towns i n which 
Huguenot r e f u g e e s s e t t l e d a f t e r the r e v o c a t i o n o f the E d i c t of Nantes, 
and t h e c o r p o r a t i o n gave them the c h a p e l o f S t . Anne as a p l a c e o f 
7. 
w o r s h i p , and t h e i r s e r v i c e s were h e l d t h e r e u n t i l 1761. B i d e f o r d , l i k e 
B a r n s t a p l e , threw i n i t s l o t w i t h P a r l i a m e n t w i t h more z e a l t h a n 
endurance, though t h e y d i d not s u r r e n d e r a f t e r a month's s i e g e from 
Digby^ u n t i l t h e y had pro m i s e o f pardon, and g u a r a n t e e s o f s a f e t y o f 
p e r s o n and p r o p e r t y . T a v i s t o c k , a town which had chosen the famous 
Pym as i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , was n a t u r a l l y a s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r of the 
P u r i t a n c a u s e , though h a v i n g no d e f e n c e s , i t was used by b o t h a r m i e s 
from time t o time. T o t n e s was i n much a s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n . The most ' 
doughty p r o t a g o n i s t was Plymouth, w h i c h endured s u c c e s s f u l l y the 
l o n g e s t and f i e r c e s t s i e g e o f t h e s e t i m e s . A f t e r the s u r r e n d e r of 
E s s e x ' s army i n 1644, Plymouth was t h e o n l y p l a c e t h a t remained t r u e 
t o the P a r l i a m e n t i n the whole o f t he Western P e n i n s u l a . Worth's 
e s t i m a t e i s ' - " H a d the R o y a l i s t s o l d i e r y employed i n b e s i e g i n g i t 
be e n s e t f r e e by i t s c a p t u r e , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t the s t r u g g l e between 
t h e two p a r t i e s would have been g r e a t l y p r o t r a c t e d . I t i s even p o s s i b l e 
t h a t i t might have had a n o t h e r i s s u e . Plymouth was the key to a good 
more t h a n t h e f o r t u n e s o f Devon and C o r n w a l l . " ( H i s t . D evonshire. 2 1 7 ) . 
A l t h o u g h t h e town was b l o c k a d e d from August, 1643 u n t i l J a nuary,1646 
by Digby, P r i n c e Maurice, S i r R i c h a r d G r e n v i l l e , and by the K i n g 
h i m s e l f w i t h some 15,000 men, Plymouth stood f i r m . The p o p u l a t i o n 
1 a t t h i s d a t e d i d not ex c e e d 7,000, b ut the de a t h s due to the s i e g e 
'were some 8,000. The h i s t o r y o f the whole C i v i l War cannot s u p p l y 
s u c h a p a r a l l e l , and t he impor t a n t p o i n t i s t h a t i t was the s t e r n 
P u r i t a n f a i t h o f t h e c i t i z e n s w h i c h e n a b l e d them to s t a n d f a s t , as 
t h e motto o f t h e c i t y i n d i c a t e s , s i n c e i t dates, from t h e s i e g e -
" T u r r i s f o r t i s s i m a e s t nomen Jehova". 
C o r n w a l l was p r o b a b l y too f a r West to be drawn i n t o much of the 
a c t u a l f i g h t i n g , b u t i n 1644 E s s e x was ch a s e d t h e r e by C h a r l e s and 
r e d u c e d t o s u c h s t r a i t s t h a t he was f o r c e d t o escape by s e a . H i s 
h o r s e c u t t h e i r way out, b u t a t L o s t w i t h i e l on September 2nd, h i s 
i n f a n t r y under Skippon had to s u r r e n d e r . 
The W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly o f D i v i n e s . 
The p e r i o d 1 6 4 1 - 5 l ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y ) was the c l i m a c t e r i c of 
P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m i n England. D u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s P u r i t a n i s m r e a l l y 
underwent a r e v o l u t i o n i n i t s e l f , l e a v i n g b e h i n d the m i l d r e f o ^ s t*^^^^ 
o r i g i n a l l y " c o n t e m p l a t e d t f o f a " ^ d e f i n i t e form of Church d i s c i p l i n e 
and government'which would be r i g i d l y u s e d throughout the Church i n 
p l a c e o f the e x i s t i n g o r d e r . As E p i s c o p a c y had shown i t s e l f 
i n t o l e r a n t o f t h e P u r i t a n i s m o f the p a r o c h i a l c l e r g y , the Commons 
were r e s o l v e d to a s s e r t and f o s t e r t h a t P u r i t a n i s m . 
At one s t a g e i n t h e War, i t l o o k e d a s i f the R o y a l i s t p a r t y 
would win, and t he peo p l e of E n g l a n d appealed to t h e people of 
S c o t l a n d f o r h e l p . I t was to be f o r t h e i r mutual b e n e f i t , s i n c e b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s f a c e d a common danger. Had the K i n g and h i s ^ p a r t y won 
a g a i n s t t h e P a r l i a m e n t and p e o p l e o f England, t h e n w i t h o u t a doubt, 
" P r e l a c y " would have been imposed on S c o t l a n d . With t h i s c r i t i c a l 
s i t u a t i o n b e f o r e i t , t h e E n g l i s h P a r l i a m e n t s e t up the Westminster 
A s s embly o f D i v i n e s , f o r t he p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h a t form o f p o l i t i c s 
end r e l i g i o n w h i c h a c c o r d e d most a g r e e a b l y w i t h the new a s p i r a t i o n s 
o f t h e pe o p l e . 
The example o f S c o t l a n d i n e s t a b l i s h i n g P r e s b y t e r i e n i s r a had 
s t i r r e d t h e a d m i r a t i o n and envy o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n c l e r g y and l a i t y 
w i t h i n t h e C h u r c h o f England, and another f a c t o r i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
was t h e a t t e n t i o n shown by the Reformed Churches abroad to the a c t i o n s 
o f t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d i n t h i s ^ f l u i d ' s i t u a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g l y t h e 
We s t m i n s t e r Assembly was encouraged by P a r l i a m e n t to e n t e r i n t o 
n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h the Church o f S c o t l a n d . At one time i t was thought 
t h a t S c o t l a n d might a c t a s a m e d i a t i n g power, but t h i s was found t o 
be i m p r a c t i c a b l e . T h e i r e x p e r i e n c e o f C h a r l e s ' e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
p o l i c y had i n t e n s i f i e d t h e i r b e l i e f i n t h e i r own e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
v i e w s , and t h e y f e a r e d he might t r y to make them abandon some of 
t h e s e . The E n g l i s h Commissioners wanted a c i v i l League, b u t t h a t 
d i d not s a t i s f y t h e S c o t s ' r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t s , and th e y d e s i r e d a 
Covenant a s w e l l . Agreement was e v e n t u a l l y r e a c h e d and i n September, 
1643, a Solemn League and Covenant was drawn up between the two 
n a t i o n s , by w h i c h i t was ag r e e d t h a t the Church of E n g l a n d would be 
fg t r t h e r r e f o r m e d a c c o r d i n g to the " b e s t " Reformed Churches. The 
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P a r l i a m e n t was p l e d g e d to the a d o p t i o n of P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m , and 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r s 1643-48 the p r o c e s s o f e s t a b l i s h i n g went on i n 
v a r i o u s ways. The Assembly met p e r i o d i c a l l y f o r about f i v e y e a r s and 
a h a l f ( 1 6 4 3 - 9 ) and l e f t s e v e r a l documents whi c h have become famous i n 
the h i s t o r y o f P r e s b y t e ^ - i a n l s m , n o t a b l y the Westminster C o n f e s s i o n o f 
P a i t h ( s t i l l a " S u b o r d i n a t e S t a n d a r d " o f f a i t h i n the E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g 
b r a n c h e s o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church throughout the w o r l d ) , and the 
D i r e c t o r y o f P u b l i c Worship w h i c h was o r d e r e d to supersede the P r a y e r 
Book i n 1647. 
As a l r e a d y mentioned, B i s h o p Brownrigg. o f E x e t e r was nominated 
f o r membership o f the Assembly i n 1643, but he wrote to Dr. P e a t l e y , 
( a n o t h e r nominated ' d i v i n e ' and an eminent C a l v i n i s t ) d e c l i n i n g 
P a r l i a m e n t ' s n o m i n a t i o n on the ground t h a t h i s " t i e " as V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r 
o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f O x f o r d " l a y upon him." Dr. P e a t l e y was i l l a t 
t he t i m e , and Dr. B r o w n r i g g ' s l e t t e r was "openly r e a d " i n the Assembly, 
( v i d e Dr. L i g h t f o o t ' s " J o u r n a l " quoted i n H e t h e r i n g t o n ' s "Westminster 
Assembly. 119. Pub. 1843) 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t h i s p r e d e c e s s o r . B i s h o p H a l l , 
now o f Norwich, f i g u r e d p r o m i n e n t l y i n the Assembly, showing a g a i n 
t h e m o d e r a t i o n o f h i s v i e w s . F o r n e a r l y twenty y e a r s b e f o r e , a l l 
p a r t i e s had b e e n c o n v e r s a n t w i t h a scheme, g e n e r a l l y d e s c r i b e d as 
" U s s h e r ' s Model". I t c o n s i s t e d o f a p r o p o s a l pgt f o r w a r d by James 
U s s h e r ( 1 5 8 1 - 1 6 5 6 ) , an I r i s h A r c h b i s h o p ( o f Armagh), who f o r a s h o r t 
time, h e l d the B i s h o p r i c o f C a r l i s l e . B r i e f l y , i t meant Church 
government by a Synod o f P r e s b y t e r s , w i t h the r e c o g n i t i o n o f the 
B i s h o p , as ' P r e s b y t e r 'primus. ' I t c o u l d not have been d o v e - t a i l e d a t 
a l l i n t o t h e scheme o f t h e Assembly, b u t d u r i n g the d e b a t e s , a 
r e a s o n a b l e and moderate o f f e r was made by H a l l a l o n g the l i n e s o f 
U s s h e r ' s scheme. (A Modest O f f e r by J o s e p h H a l l , Bishop o f Norwich.1660) 
I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the Assembly i t / a p p r o p r i a t e to note the 
s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d by F r a n c i s Rous, ( o r Rou'se). He g r a d u a t e d a t Oxfor5l, 
and a f t e r w a r d s a t Leyden. I n 1601 he became a member of the I n n e r 
Temple, and i n 1626 M.P. f o r T r u r o . I n h i s subsequent P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
c a r e e r , he s e r v e d the P u r i t a n i n t e r e s t s of Devon and C o r n w a l l w e i l . 
H i s m e t r i c a l v e r s i o n o f the Psalms has a s s u r e d him of a p l a c e i n 
h i s t o r y , s i n c e i t i s s t i l l s u b s t a n t i a l l y h i s v e r s i o n which i s used 
i n w o r s h i p by many s e c t i o n s o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church. The 
W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly s e t i t s e l f t h e t a s k of r e v i s i n g t h e P s a l t e r , 
and a f t e r many d i s c u s s i o n s , and s u b j e c t i n g the work to the a p p r o v a l 
o f the C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d , the Commons o r d e r e d on 15th. A p r i l , 1 6 4 6 
t h a t Rous's Psalms s h o u l d be p r i n t e d , "and t h a t the s a i d Psalms and 
none o t h e r s h a l l a f t e r t h e f i r s t day of J a n u a r y next be sung i n a l l 
ChuT-ches and C h a p e l s w i t h i n the Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales 
and town o f Berwick-upon-Tweed." ( S h a w . i . 3 8 2 ) . However, t h e r e was 
some d i f f i c u l t y , s i n c e one W i l l i a m B a r t o n had p e t i t i o n e d the House of 
L o r d s about the u s e o f h i s v e r s i o n , and the u l t i m a t e i ^ e s u l t was t h a t 
Rous's v e r s i o n though r e v i s e d by the Assembly, and a c c e p t e d by the 
Commons, was n e v e r a c c e p t e d b y the L o r d s , and n e i t h e r i t nor any o t h e r 
v e r s i o n was e v e r l e g a l l y e n j o i n e d . S t r a n g e l y enough, i t was f i n a l l y 
adopted by the Church o f S c o t l a n d . 
•the ^oint T e s t i m o n i e o f the M i n i s t e r s o f Devon. 
P a r l i a m e n t i n 1646 had a c t u a l l y a u t h o r i s e d a P r e s b y t e r i a l fonm 
o f C h u r c h government, b u t i t was not, a c c e p t a b l e to many P r e s b j i t e r i a n 
d i v i n e s i n the W e s t m i n s t e r Assembly and out o f i t , so the r e s u l t was 
a number o f m a n i f e s t o e s . The f i r s t was "A Testimony to the T r u t h o f 
J e s u s C h r i s t , and t o our Solemn League and Covenant; as a l s o a g a i n s t i 
the E r r o u r s , H e r e s i e s and B l a s p h e m i e s o f these t i m e s , and the T o l e r a t i o n ! 
o f them..... S u b s c r i b e d by t h e M i n i s t e r s o f C h r i s t w i t h i n the 
P r o v i n c e o f London, Decemb.14,&c.1647. " The 52 s i g n a t o r i e s a s s e r t e d 
t h a t " t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Government i s t h a t Government whic h i s most 
a g r e e a b l e to the minde o f J e s u s C h r i s t , r e v e a l e d i n S c r i p t u r e " : t h e y 
had put i n t o p r a c t i c e as much o f i t as t h e y found p o s s i b l e and t h e y 
" s a d l y lament Englands g e nera11 backwardnesse to embrace, yea 
f o r w a r d n e s s e t o oppose,thisK Government." T h e i r main d i f f e r e n c e w i t h 
P a r l i a m e n t was o v e r i t s c o n t r o l , i t h a v i n g c l e a r l y shown t h a t i t was 
d e t e r m i n e d t o r e t a i n i t s h o l d over e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a f f a i r s . 
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As a l r e a d y s u g g e s t e d ( p . l ) the supreme c o u r t o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n 
s y s t e m was t o have been a N a t i o n a l G e n e r a l Assembly, c o n s i s t i n g o f 
M i n i s t e r s a n d . E l d e r s , a p p o i n t e d by Synods and P r e s b y t e r i e s , and not 
by P a r l i a m e n t . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t the Testimony d e c l a r e d 
i t s s i g n a t o r i e s ' f i r m adherence to the 'Solemn League and Covenant', 
and t h a t the p r i n c i p l e o f t o l e r a t i o n was f a r from t h e i r minds. Men 
o f a l l p a r t i e s and b e l i e f s s t i l l b e l i e v e d t h a t d i r e r e s u l t s would 
f o l l o w freedom o f thought. As t h e London Testimony e x p r e s s e d i t -
"Rome i t s e l f s h a l l not be a more odious puddle and cage of a l l 
a b o m i n a t i o n s and u n c l e a n n e s s . " 
T h i s T e s t i m o n y was c i r c u l a t e d throughout the c o u n t r y , and as a 
r e s u l t t h e m i n i s t e r s o f 13 c o u n t i e s d e c l a r e d t h e m s e l v e s i n agreement 
w i t h t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s i n the c a p i t a l , the t o t a l s i g n a t u r e s b e i n g 
e v e n t u a l l y 900. Devon was one o f t h e c o u n t i e s where s t r o n g s u p p o r t 
was o b t a i n e d , t h e r e b e i n g 73 s i g n a t u r e s to i t s document o f 
a t t e s t a t i o n . I t s t i t l e r e a d s : "The J o i n t - T e s t i m o n i e of the M i n i s t e r s 
o f Devon ^/hose names a r e subscr'ibed w i t h t h e i r Reve -end B r e t h r e n the 
' { i n i s t e r s o f t h e P r o v i n c e o f London unto the t r u t h of J e s u s . . . . i n 
p\irsuance o f t h e Solemn League and Covenant o f the t h r e e N a t i o n s . " 
P r i n t e d 1648.London. Pr e s u m a b l y the t h i r d n a t i o n was I r e l a n d , and i t 
i s a g a i n i n t e r e s t i n g t o n ote the i n s i s t e n c e on adherence to the 
Solemn League and Covenant, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t S c o t t i s h P r e s b y t e r y was 
t o be the model. 
A P r e f a c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t the Devon document had been s e n t i n 
m a n u s c r i p t t o London. T h i s i s the v i t a l p a r a g r a p h -
"Reverend and B e l o v e d 
I t was our r e j o i c i n g t o see you i n such a time a s 
t h i s l e a d i n t h i s work, and we judge i t our duty to 
f o l l o w a f t e r . We have t r o d i n your stepfe as to the 
E n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e E r r o r s o f the p r e s e n t time. ...We. 
have t r a n s m i t t e d the work (how weak s o e v e r ) i n t o 
y o u r hands t h a t i t may see the l i g h t and show the 
w o r l d we a r e j o i n t - w i t n e s s e s w i t h you a g a i n s t 
t h e s e E r r o r s . " 
The document was s t r o n g l y orthodox and on the l i n e s i n d i c a t e d of 
t h e London P r o v i n c e , There a r e some m a r g i n a l r e f e r e n c e s t o the names 
o f t h e unorthodox w r i t i n g s and w r i t e r s , the main ones b e i n g -
P.B. - T h i s P a u l B e s t ( ? 1 5 9 0 - 1 6 5 7 ) an a n t i ^ T r i n i t a r i a n who 
•had p u b l i s h e d a t r a c t i n 1647. 
( J o h n ) B i d l e -an O x f o r d Tutor who had adopted _Socinian 
o p i n i o n s t h r o u g h t r a v l l g s i n Transylvia^'**-
H. H, - Henry Hammond(1605-1660), a c h a p l a i n t o C h a r l e s I 
who i n 1644 had p u b l i s h e d "A P r a c t i c a l C a t e c h i s m " i n 
w h i c h t h i s s t a t e m e n t seems t o have a r o u s e d c o n t r o v e r s y -
"That C h r i s t was g i v e n to s a t i s f i e f o r a l l the s i n s of 
a l l mankind. " 
The most u s e f u l p o i n t about the Testimony i s t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l e 
t o compare w i t h Galamy and note the changes which the 14 y e a r s from 
1648 t o 1662 e f f e c t e d . 
The f o l l o w i n g signajto^-ies were s t i l l l i v i n g i n 1662 and were 
e j e c t e d , a place-name i n b r a c k e t s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e y were e j e c t e d 
from t h e r e i n s t e a d o f t h a t i n w h i c h t h e y s i g n e d : -
Geo. Hughes o f Plymouth. 
P r a . Widdon o f Moreton Hampstead ( T o t n e s ) 
Fernando N i c h o l l s of St. Mary A r c h e s , E x e t e r , 
Thos, F o r d o f E x e t e r C a t h e d r a l . 
J . B a r t l e t o f St. Mary Major, E x e t e r . 
Thos, Downe of S t . P a u l ' s , E x e t e r ( S t . Edmund's, E x e t e r ) 
Mark Downe of St, P e t r o c k ' s , E x e t e r . 
Robt. Snow of Morchard. 
Thos. T r e s c o t t o f Shob^^ook, 
N a t h a n i e l Durant o f Chei^iton, 
P e t e r Osborne of Jacobstowe, 
Anthony Downe o f - N o r t h Ham, 
G e o . P i t t ( s ) o f W. A l v i n g t o n ( E x e t e r V i s i t n . Bk-Curacy v a c a n t Nov, 1665 
P i t t s a s l a t e C u r a t e ) , 
Thos, Bridgman o f I n w a r d l e i g h , 
Samuel Pones o f Woodbury. 
Ambrose C l a r e o f P o l t i m o r e , 
Wm. Yeo o f (Wolborough?) o r Newton Abbott, 
( 1 0 ) 
Humphrey Saunders o f H o l l e s w o r t h y . 
F r a n c i s S o r e t o n o f Honiton. 
R i c h d . B i c k l e y o f Denberry(Galamy s p e l l s ' B i c k e l l ' ) 
Wm. B a i l y o f Stoak Fleming. 
J d s i a h G a l e o f 7 e s t B u c k l a n d . 
Wm. T r e v i t h w i c k o f H a t h e - " l y ( P e t r o c k s t o w ) 
J o s e p h H e r r i n g o f Maristow. 
J o h n Stephens o f E a s t Ogwell. 
Ames S h o r t o f Topisham(Lyrae legls) 
Geo. Hammond o f Marahead(Dorchester) 
Wm. Bowden o f Ashton. 
Wm. Stooke o f Dunchideock. ( l l s i n g t o n ) 
Wm. B a l l o f O t t e r y S t , Mary(Winsham, Somerset) 
C h r i s t o p h e r J e l l i n g e r o f B r e n t . 
Thos. T r e v e r s if P l y m o u t h ( S t . Columb Majorj 
Thos. F r i e n d o f B l a c k a n t o n ( L i t t i e Hempston) 
A l s o t h o s e who s u b s c r i b e d i n 1648 but whose names a r e not t r a c e a b l e 
i n t h e l i s t s o f t h e E j e c t e d : -
R i c h d . B a b i n g t o n o f S i d b u r y . 
A l e x . G r o s s e o f Ashburton. 
Wm. R a n d a l l o f B e r r y Pomrey. 
J . Seager o f B r o e d c l i f t . 
Ant. H a r f o r d o f P o t t l e m o u t h . 
R i . C o l e s o f C r e d i t o n . 
Edm. P e a r s e o f G r e d i t o n . 
F r a . B e r n a r d o f Awton-Gyffard. 
T. ^Vhitborne o f Upton H e l l y n s . 
J . Hopkins o f SandiStSrd. 
T. G e e l y o f L a p f o r d . 
John P r e s t o n o f T h o r v e r t o n . 
John Way o f K i n g s b r i d g e ( R e c t o r o f Bigbury.1650. Galamy omits him from 
Abridgement a s h a v i n g d i e d b e f o r e Aug. 1662) 
r S p r a t o f T a l a t o n . 
rhos. W i l c o c k o f ^^derham. 
John B u c k l e y o f T h u r l e s t o n . 
Hum. Dyer o f l l s i n g t o n . 
P h i l i p S e r l e o f Whimple. 
Fohn Ser'le o f Awliscombe. 
? i . G r e s s o n o f • A x r a i n s t e r . 
^m. Yeo o f E a s t B u c k l a n d . 
Fohn G a r r e t o f T o t n e s s . 
l i e . Conant of O t t e r t o n ( A f t e r w a r d s conf^^med) 
r. B e a r e o f G h i t t l e Hampton. 
^ h i l i p Goddard o f Sowton. 
Jm. T r e i s e . - " M i n i s t e r o f the G o s p e l " 
r. Forward o f O t t e r y S t . Mary. 
'hos. Lovay o f D a r t i n g t o n . 
i.nd. Gove o f P e t e r t a v y . 
'. B a r n e s of A b b o t s k e r s w e l l . 
f a t h a n a e l T e r r y o f P a i g n t o n . 
•. Read o f I l f r a c o m b e . 
:obert S t i d s t o n o f Mary Chiirch. 
'm C o l l i n s o f Modbury. 
' r a n c i s P o r t e r o f Plymouth. 
osh. M o r r i c e o f Brixham 
l e x . S k i n n e r o f G i t t i s h a m . 
OS. S q u i r e o f L i s t e n . 
i c h a r d Hancock o f North P e t h e r w i n . 
ohn H i l l o f N orth Maulton. 
Of t h e s e l a t t e r 40 a good p r o p o r t i o n had p r o b a b l y d i e d or r e t i r e d 
rom t he a c t i v e ^ M i n i s t r y by 1662, w h i l e the o t h e r ^ must have conformed, 
i n c e t h e r e is'],trace of them i n Calamy's l i s t s , or i n any o f the 
;von r e c o r d s r e l a t i n g to the E j e c t i o n . 
I n appending t h e i r s i g n a t u r e s to the "Testimony", 12 o f the men 
a l l t h e m s e l v e s " P a s t o r " a s d i s t i n c t from the " M i n i s t e r " of the o t h e r s , 
l e would i n f e r from t h i s f a c t t h a t the " p a s t o r s " were " C o n g r e g a t i o n a l " 
, 1 1 , 
t h i s b e i n g a term commonly u s e d a'wong them i n l a t e r y e a r s . However,-
t h e r e ' i s no o t h e r e v i d e n c e t o S|#|iDrt t h i s assumxion i n the l a t e r 
r e c o r d s , none o f t h e s e g e n t l e m e k . b e l n g mentioned'as s p e c i f i e a l l y of 
"'Independent'' o r " C o n g r e g a t i o n a l * ' p e r s u a s i o n , and two of them a r e noted 
as, b e i n g l i c e n s e d i n 1672 a s ' P r ^ s b y J ^ e r i a i i s , 
Those who'signed as " P a s t o r s " were _ N a t h a n i e l D i i r a n t , Ames S : ^ r t , 
iumphrey Dyer, Samuel Pones, P h i l i p S e ^ l e , John S e r l e , R i c h a r d G r e s s o n , 
John Forward, Humphrey Saunders, John Stephens, Andrew Gove, and 
N a t h a n i e l T e r r y , 
rhe A c t i o n o f :^arliament and Work o f the Goagis&ions, 
Up t p t h e y e a r 1642 t h e a c t i o n o f P a r l i a m e n t as r e g a r d s the clergy 
and l o c a l Church a d m i s t r a t ' i o n was v e r y l i m i t e ^ ' - f o r neithCT i t nor. 
the K i n g had d a r e d to gc(^ ^^ j2__far. An i n t e r e s t i n g example o f t h i s i s 
taken from the h i s t o r y o i Plymouth, where i n 1635 the K i n g appo"^ted 
3r. Aaron W i l s o n , "a good n a t e r o f P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m " , as v i c a r of 
at. Andrew's, t h e C i t y Church. WiSison began the s t r i f e b y q u e s t i o n i n g 
j e r t a i n c l a i m s o f the Mayor and c o u n c i l l o r s to pews i n the Church, to 
: h e i r a p p o i n t i n g a Churchwarden, and c h a r g i n g them w i t h t r e s p a s s , 
["he C o r p o r a t i o n had a l w a y s e x e r c i s e d t h e s e r i g h t s and t h a t o f the 
) r e s e n t a t i o n o f the l i v i n g , b ut c u r i o u s l y enough were not d i s p o s e d to 
irgue w i t h the S t a r Chamber, and a s s i g n e d thej.r r i g h t o f p r e s e n t a t i o n 
o the /King. C h a r l e s , however, d i d not l i k e t o a c c e p t , a M d i v i d e d the 
.0 a Church more s u i t e d t o t h e i r t a s t e s , and was a g r e a t c o n c e s s i o n , 
W h i t f e l d - ' P l y m o u t h & Devonport'.p, 91) 
E v e n when P a r l i a m e n t took upon i t s e l f the r i g h t of ' i n t e r f e r i n g ' 
i t h a f f a i r s o f i n d i v i d u a l p a r i s h e s , i t v e r y o f t e n was c o n t e n t w i t h 
compromise. Through the Committee f o r P r e a c h i n g M i n i s t e r s , or 
he Committee fo^^ S c a n d a l o u s . ; M i n i s t e r s , o r t h e l a t e r Committee f o r 
l u n d e r e d M i n i s t e r s , and the^ « T'bUstees, i t looked i n t o the l i v e s and 
e r s o n s o f the c l e r g y , appo.in.t^d ' l e c t u r e r s ' , and e v e n t u a l l y r e p l a c e d 
ncumbents by t h o s e whose v i e w s were i n a c c o r d w i t h those o f the 
e s t r a i n s t e r Assembly, and liJ^'de ' f i n a ^ l a l arrangements f o r t h e i r support, 
nd som^eTimeVTo^ the sequest^.r'ed incumbent. 
I n i t s e a r l y a t t e m p t s a t i n t e r f e r e n c e , the House of Commons, on 
t s own motion, or upon the' i n v i t a t i o n o f the p a r i s h , recommended, 
ominated, o r s a n c t i o n e d a l e c t u r e r , who had the u s e of the C h u r c h 
or ( u s u a l l y ) t h e Sunday, a f t e r n o o n , and one week day i n o r d e r to 
e l i v e r a " l e c t u r e " . The aim was t o remedy "the g r e a t s c a r c i t y o f 
r e a c h i n g m i n i s t e r s throughout the whole kingdom," and i t c o u l d not 
e open to g r a v e o b j e c t i o n t e c h n i c a l l y , f o r the l e c t u r e was v o l u n t a r y , 
he o r d i n a r y endowment o f the Church was n e i t h e r touchedjft^r contemplated* 
nd t h e r i g h t s o f the incumbent were so l i t t l e i n t e r f e r e d w i t h , s i n c e 
ft- was m e r e l y a s k e d to l e n d h i s Church to a s t r a n g e r a t auch t i m e s when 
8 was not u s i n g i t hims'^lf,' 
Thomas F o r d was i n v i t e d by the Mayor and *-'orporation of Plymouth 
D be t h e i r l e c t u r e r a t S t , Andrew's, but the K i n g e x e r c i s e d h i s 
i g h t s o f p a t r o n a g e and f o r b a d e the arrangement, 12 Sept. 1631, to 
l i c h F o r d c h e e r f u l l y s u b m i t t e d . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y the a^-rangeraent was not a l l t o the good.of the P u r i t a n 
j u s e b u t o n l y l e d to f r i c t i o n . T h i s was the c a s e a t Dartmouth, where 
L l a n G e a r e , a c o n v i n c e d P r e s b y t e r i a n , was the V i c a r o f -Townstall w i t h 
S a v i o u r ' s , w h i l e John F l a v e i l , as convinc<?d*]]lndependent, was the 
j q t u r e r . They d i s a g r e e d so v i o l e n t l y , a n s w e r i n g e a c h o t h e r ' s 
-•guments week by week, t h a t i t was n e c e s s a r y f o r F r a n c i s Whdddori, the 
) t n e s L e c t u r e r t o come o v e r and p r e a c h on the t e x t - G e n e s i s x i i i . 8,-
Ind Abram s a i d t o L o t , L e t t h e r e be no s t r i f e , I p r a y thee, between 
le and t h e e , and between my herdmen tod thy herdmen; f o r we be 
i r e t h r e n , " ( C a l . 2 2 0 , 252.) • 
Shaw, i n h i s s e c o n d volume. Appendix l i has drawn up f o r us the 
i c e s s a r y l i s t s c o m p i l e d from the Commons' and L o r d s ' J o u r n a l s of t h i s 
p e c t o f t h e Long P a r l i a m e n t ' s a c t i v i t i e s , and from them we o b t a i n 
.e r o l l o w i n g r e f e r e n c e s to Devon and C o r n w a l l : -
12. 
A. 
S u p e r s t i t i o u s , i n n o v a t i n g , s c a n d a l o u s , or malignant clergymen d e a l t 
w i t h by t h e Long P a r l i a m e n t b e f o r e the commencement of the R o y a l i s t 
c l e r - i c a l s e q u e s t r a t i o n s , so f a r a s they appear i n the j o u r n a l s of 
P a r l i a m e n t " : 
17 May, 1641 N i c . Honny, C l e r k o f Abbotesham, Devon. 
13 A p r i l , 1642. Thomas B a k e r ( ? E x e t i s r ) 
12 Oct. 1642. N i c h o l a s Hooper, P a r s o n of S t . Edmond's, E x e t e r . 
21 Oct. 1642. Mr. Googe, a M i n i s t e r o r C u r a t e i n Devon. 
B. 
" P u r i t a n / l e c t u r e s o r l e c t u r e r s s a n c t i o n e d , nominated or recommended 
by t h e Long P a r l i a m e n t up t o the ou t b r e a k o f war, so f a r as t h e y 
appear i n the J o u r n a l s o f P a r l i a m e n t ; " 
26 Aug. 1642 N a t h a n i e l G i l e s , L e c t u r e r o f P i l t o n , Devon. 
3 J u l y , 1643 Geo. Hughes, L e c t u r e r o f Plymouth. 
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s e q u e s t r a t e d fT'oi the R o y a l i s t 
the PuT'itan nominee). 
V i c a r a g e o f D u l o w ( C o r n w a l l ) s e q u e s t e r e d . 
Geo. Hughes to be i n s t i t u t e d to v i c a r a g e 
v o i d by d e a t h o f Dr. Wilson. 
F r a n c i s ' P o r t e r , V i c a r o f C h a r l e s Church, 
John F a t h e r s to be p r e s e n t e d to Stoke D a m e r a l l , 
C o r n w a l l , v o i d by d e a t h o f W i l l i a m P a r s o n ( P a r k e r ) 
John T i n d a l l to B e a r e f e r r i s , Devon. 
J o s e p h Maynar-d to M i l t o n Abbot, Devon. 
Robert Warren to Rame, C o r n w a l l 
Samuel A u s t i n t o Hynhead, C o r n w a l l 
J o s e p h S q u i r e t o Lj'-fton, Devon 
John F a t h e r s to Stoke C l i r a s l a n d , C o r n w a l l , kept out 
of p o s s e s s i o n one Pj''ke. 
J o s e p h Rowe to B u c k l a n d Monachorum,Devon. 
N i c h o l a s O u l t r e m a r e to S t . John's, C o r n w a l l . 
R i c h a r d C r e s s o n to Axminster, Devon, v o i d by death 
o f Wm. Knowles. 
Samuel A u s t e n to J.Iinhencott, C o r n w a l l 
C h r i s t o p h e r J e l i n g e r to Southbrent, Devon. 
R i c h a r d Ame-"edeth to L a n d a l l , C o r n w a l l 
F r a n c i s C u f f o l y to Axmouth, Devon, v o i d by de a t h 
o f N a t h a n i e l Dike. 
Heary F r a h o c k e to W i t h e y l l , C o r n w a l l 
John G o p l e s t o n e to Ghageford, Devon. 
A l e x a n d e r G r o s s e to Ashburton, Devon 
John L i d s t o n to St. M e l l , C o r n w a l l . 
Wm Bragg to Th^rncombe, Devon. 
Thos. P r e s c o t t to Shobrooke, Devon. 
Wm Knapman t o B r i d e s t o w , Devon. 
A l e x a n d e r l e y to L l o n c k e l e i g h , Devon 
James F o r b e s to Deale, CornwalD. 
Ambrose G l a r e to Poltymore, Devon 
Wm Knaplock t o Dolton a l i a s Doleton, Devon 
Wm B e a r e to Lewe T r e n c h a r d a l i a s T r e n c h a r d Lewe,Devon 
Jo. L e g g a t t t o Pyv/orthy, Devon. 
Wm P a r k e s to Whitchurch, Devon. 
R i c h a r d Wood to Fra-nlington, Devon. 
Wm. Wright to Anworth, Devon. 
I t w i l l be noted t h a t t h e s e l i s t s a r e f a r frorri b e i n g a complete 
^ecord o f appointments and s e q u e s t r a t i o n s , s i n c e they o n l y p r o v i d e 
' e f e ^ e n c e s i n t he Parliamnentari'- J o u r n a l s . The r e s t o f our d a t a i s 
[ i v e n by t h e ^xN;ete^ I n s t i t u t i o n Book.-
\ 
13. 
We f i n d i n t h e r e c o r d s o f the M i n i s t e r s e j e c t e d a g r e a t d e a l of 
e v i d e n c e o f the work o f the Devon and C o r n i s h Commissions. /By) the 
O r d i n a n c e o f 28th. August, 1 6 5 4 ( A c t s & O r d i n a n c e s o f the Interregnum 
F i r t h & R a i t , v o l i i . 968) amended the scheme o f the L i t t l e 
P a r l i a m e n t f o r the e j e c t i o n o f ' i g n o r a n t and s c a n d a l o u s m i n i s t e r s ' by 
d r o p p i n g i t s . i d e a o f v i s i t i n g t h e c o u n t i e s by c ommissioners i n s i x 
j u d i c i a l c i r c u i t s , and i n s t e a d a p p o i n t e d §|fearate b o d i e s o f 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s f o r e a c h c o u n t y of E n g l a n d and Wales, a s s i s t e d i n each 
c a s e by a nominated number o f m i n i s t e r s . 
I n Devon the f o l l o w i n g m i n i s t e r s a r e mentioned as b e i n g " A s s i s t a n t s 
to t h e Devon Comniission i n 1654:" 
Wm. B a r t l e t o f B i d e f o r d . 
J o n a t h a n Hanmer of B i s h o p s Tawton. / 
John B a r t l e t of S t . Mary Maj'or, E x t e t e r . 
Thos. F o r d .of E x e t e r C a t h e d r a l . / 
Werdinando N i c h o l l s o f S t . Mary A r c h e s , E x e t e r . 
L e w i s S t u c k l e y o f E x e t e r C a t h e d r a l . 
Humphrey Saunders o f Holsworthy.• 
F r a n c i s S o r e t o n of Honiton. 
John H e r r i n g o f Marystow. 
Wm T r e v i t h i c k of P e t r o c k s t o w . 
John C h i s h u l o f T i v e r t o n . 
Wm Yeo o f Wolborough. . 
md to the C o r n i s h Commission; 
Thos. M a l l o f E x e t e r . ( C a t h e d r a l ) 
Thos. P o w e l l o f S t . S i d w e l l ' s , E x e t e r . 
Thos. Martyn, L e c t u r e r o f S t . Andrew's, Plymouth. 
G a s p a r Hicljies of L andrake. 
Wm. Tombs of S a l t a s h . 
Thos. Hancock o f S t . Winnow. 
L e o n a r d Welstead o f Penzance. 
. Thos. T r a v e r s o f S t . Golumb Major. 
Solomon G a r s w i l l o f S t . Germans. 
:n Devon more m i n i s t e r i a l appointments were made i n 1657/8 perhaps 
l e c a u s e some o f the o r i g i n a l nominees had r e f u s e d to s e r v e , or 
e c a u s e t h e y were not s a t i s f a c t o r y t o t h e Independents ( o r Gongregationn-
i l i s t s ) . C e r t a i n l y F l a v e l l , Wellman, and P o l w h e l e were pronounced 
independents. " T h o s e added i n 1657 were:-
John F l a v e l l o f Dartmouth. 
Thomas M a l l o f E x e t e r C a t h e d r a l ( c a m e from Fowey & had a s s i s t e d 
R i c h a r d Saunders o f L o x b e a r e . 
Thos. Wellman o f L u p p i t t . 
Anthony Down of Northam. 
T h e o p h i l u s P o l w h e l e o f T i v e r t o n . 
C o r n i s h Commission. ) 
I t i s notiffworthy t h a t o f t h e E j e c t e d T l i n i s t e r s of Devon nnd C o r n w a l l 
ome 56 were a d m i t t e d by t h e s e Commissions or (and t h e s e were very few) 
y d i r e c t a u t h o r i t y of P a r l i a m e n t o r P r o t e c t o r . D e t a i l s a r e g i v e n i n 
i s t o f M i n i s t e r s E j e c t e d . 
he f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t s from Shaw v o l . i i . Appendix V I Bhovff some of the 
i n a n e i a l arrangements made f o r the s u p p o r t o f i t s a d h e r e n t s by 
a r l l a m e n t ©r b y C r o m w e l l -
G e n e r a l R e p o r t on Augmentations made to the P r o t e c t o r by the-
T r u s t e e s f o r ICaintenance o f M i n i s t e r s . November 1655. 
Vee, t h e T r u s t e e s f o r P r o v i d i n g Maintenance f o r P r e a c h i n g M i n i s t e r s 
i d o t h e r p i o u s u s e s , have a c c o r d i n g t o the t r u s t i n u s r eposed, t a k e n 
v i e w e o f t h e revenue i n us v e s t e d , and o f the s e v e r a l augmentacons 
r us p a y a b l e out o f the same; some o f v/hich wee have r e d u c e d to the 
i r t i c u l a r summes h e r e a f t e r l i m i t e d t o bee c o n t i n u e d to the p r e s e n t 
L n i s t e r o f the r e s p e c t i v e p l a c e s h e r e a f t e r menconed, t h e y b e i n g 
Lready approved o f by the Commissioners f o r Approbacon o f P u b l i q u e 
' e a c h e r s , v i z . :~ 
I n t h e County o f Devon. 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f T h o r v e t o n £ 20 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Tamerton 
F o l i a t . £ 23 0 0 
14. 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f B u c k l l n g t o n £ 26 19 7 
Wee have f u r t h e r t a k e n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the s e v e r ' a l l augmentacons 
g r a u n t e d unto t h e m i n i s t e r s o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e p l a c e s h e r e a f t e r 
m entioned w h i c h have d i s c o n t i n u e d b y the d e p a r t u r e o f the m i n i s t e r s 
o f t h e s a i d . p l a c e s , or f o r not r e v i e w i n g of the g r a u n t s by the l a t e 
Committee f o r P l u n d e r e d M i n i s t e r s or Committee f o r the U n i v e r s i t i e s 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e A c t o f P a r l i a m e n t i n t h a t b e h a l f e where t h e m i n i s t e r s 
a r e y e t r e m a i n i n g , and wee have thereupom thought f i t t t o c o n t i n u e 
u n t o t h e m i n i s t e r s o f t h e s a i d p l a c e s t i l l f u r t h e r orider, the s a i d 
m i n i s t e r s b e i n g f i r s t approved o f by t h e Commissioners, t h e / s e v e r a l 
augmentacons h e r e a f t e r mentioned , t h a t i s to s a y : -
Ord. 26 June. C o r n w a l l . 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Poy. £ 50 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Mylor. £ 50 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f T r u r o 
over and above t h e 251. 
a y e a r e s e t t l e d on him.£ 15 0 0 
Devon. 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Broad 
Heribury. £ 30 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
Broadminch. £ 30 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
B u c k a r e t . £ 16 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r .of Brixton£ 10 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Pimpton 
Maurice, £ 30 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Wembury£ 22 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f T o t n e s £ 30 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
I p p l e p e n . £ 46 16 2 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
K e i n t o n . £ 20 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
Plymouth £ 50 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
Plimp.foEi Mary. ' £ 30 0 C 
And l a s t l y wee have t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a c o n t h e s e v e r a l l 
i d r e s s e s t o u s made f o r t h e g r a u n t i n g augmentacons t o the m i n i s t e r s 
if t h e p l a c e s h e r e a f t e r menfeoned, and have thought f i t t t h e r e u p o n t o 
:raunt u n t i l l f u r t h u r o r d e r t o t h e m i n i s t e r s o f the s a i d p l a c e s 
b e i n g f i r s t approved o f a s a f o r e s a i d ) t h e s e v e r a l l y e a r l e y summes 
l e r e a f t e r menconed, v i z , : -
C o r n w a l l 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f G e r r a n s £ 10 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
L a n c e s t o n . £ 50 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
Bod wyn. £ 30 0 0 
Por an a s s i s t a n t t o t h e 
m i n i s t e r o f P e r i n . £ 30 0 0 
To t h e Bchoolemr. o f 
St . I v e s . £ 30 0 0 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f 
Padstow. £ 30 0 0 
£ 30 0 0 £ 10 0 0 £ 15 0 0 £ 15 0 0 
& 20 0 0 £ 30 0 0 
£ 28 0 0 £ 20 ' 0 0 
15. 
Devon. 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Colliin^.ton. 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Gomb-Rawley 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Hewish 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Ugborow 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Hennock 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f L u p p i t 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f B e a r e 
and S e a t o n 
To t h e m i n i s t e r o f Barapton 
Dec 4. To Mr. L e w i s S t u k e l e y o f E x e t e r 100 1. 
From: ACCOUNT OF THE SALES OP DEAN AND CHAPTERS' LANDS. 
Sum r e c e i v e d f r o t h e r e n t s and p r o f i t s o f t h e 
l a n d s o f t h e s a i d Deans and C h a p t e r s , e t c . , from 
t h e time t h e y were s e t t l e d i n T r u s t e e s t i l l 
t h e y were s o l d ; -
Deanery o f E x e t e r £1,676 2 I . 
Augmentations and S t i p e n d s s e t t l e d upon Sundry M i n i s t e r s 
and L e c t u r e r s : 
. W i l l i a m Toms , m i n i s t e r o f S t . Stephens n e a r S a l t a s h , 
So, C o r n w a l l , f o r an augmentation s e t t l e d 
on him by o r d e r o f the P l u n d e r e d M i n i s t e r s 
Committee, f o r 6 months t o 1649, Septeniber 
29, b y w a r r a n t o f t h e T r u s t e e s f o r Deans and 
C h a p t e r s ' Lands, o f 1649-50, Inarch 19, 
I grounded on an o r d e r o f t he P l u n d e r e d 
M i n i s t e r s Committee o f 1649-50, £ s d 
0 F e b r u a r y 2. 25 0 
N a t h a n i e l I n g e l s , m i n i s t e r o f H a l b e r t o n , Co. Devon 
f o r 6 months t o 1649, September 29, on 
same, a s o r d e r s , e t c . , a s above. 25 9 0 
George P i t t , M i n i s t e r o f West A l l i n g t o m , Co. Devon, 
f o r 6 months,to 1649, August I , on same, 
on o r d e r s , e t c , as above. 20 0 0 
George Hammond, m i n i s t e r o f Kenton, Go. Devon, t o 1649 
December 25, on h i s augmentation o f £40 
p e r an., on o r d e r s , e t c . , as above. 26 13 4 
John Read, m i n i s t e r o f I l f r a c o m b e , Co. Devon, f o r 
6 months t o 1649, September 29, on h i s 
augm e n t a t i o n on oiSd'ers, e t c . , a s above. 25 0 0 
l i c h a r d B a b i n g t o n , M i n i s t e r o f SudbTiry, Go. Devon,for 
s e v e n months t o 1649, O c t o b e r I , on same, on 
o r d e r s , e t c . , a s above, 29 0 0 
16. £ s d 
Richard Gresson, m i n i s t e r o f Axminster, f o r l y r . 
to 1649,December 25, on same, on 
orders, e t c . , as above. 50 0 0 
James Burdwood, m i n i s t e r of Plimpton Morris 
Go. Devon,for 9 months to same date 
on same, on orders, etc., as ahove. 37 10 0 
Anthony Harford, m i n i s t e r of Saviours i n Dart-
mouth, f o r same time on same, and^:: • ..~ •'. j 
f o r same time on same, as minister 
o f T u n s t a l l , Go. Devon, on orders, 
e t c . , as above. 88 10 0 
John Preston, m i n i s t e r of Thaverton, Go. Devon, f o r " 
6 months t o 1649, Septem'ber29, on 
orders, etc.,as above, 25 0 0 
W i l l i a m Yeo m i n i s t e r of Woolborough(9 months) 37 10 0 
George Hughes and Francis Porter, m i n i s t e r of the 
Ghurches of Andrews and Gharles, 
Plymouth, on t h e i r augmentations 
of £3= each. 30 0 0 
Edmund Mathew, m i n i s t e r o f F*ockrftll(9 months) , ^5 0 0 
Hu.mphrey Shere , m i n i s t e r of Uffculme 
(6 months) 16 0 0 
John W i l k i n s , M i n i s t e r of Goll3'-ton 
(9 months) 23 12 9 
John Shute, m i n i s t e r of Moulford, Mouldfordy-
DiSworthyy ( 9 months) 37 10 0 
John Searle, m i n i s t e r of Plympton Mary 
(6 months ) 40 0 0 
John Searle, f o r the use or the m i n i s t e r t h a t 
d i d o f l ' i c i a t e i n the Church or 
B u c k e r e l l by appointment of the l a t e 
Committee-^.for Plundered Minister.s 
(. 6 months ) 6 3 4 
Hichard North- m i n i s t e r o f B r i x t o n (6 months) 20 0 0 
Richard Conant m i n i s t e r o f O t t e r t o n (9 months) 30 0 0 
Simon Parsons m i n i s t e r ' s assistant,(Edyard/Bynne 
m i n i s t e r ) of Branscombe (6 months) 33 I I I I 
Anthony Downe, minister, of Northara( 9 months) 14 ID 4 i 
John Pagsleigh,minister of Landkey (9 months) 45 0 0 
Schoolmasters 
W i l l i a m Hayter , master of the ^ f.e School i n Exon 45 0 0 
20 0 0 
20 0 0 
22 10 0 
15 0 0 
12 10 0 
21 ' 10 0 
15 0 0 
10 0 0 
20 0 0 
5 , 0 0 
30 0 0 
15 0 0 
10 0 0 
17. • 
There i s also the f o l l o w i n g i n the'Account of the Sale of Bishops' 
Lands-
Pens ions and Augmentations allowed t o several m i n i s t e r s : 
Robert Needier, t o the'use of John M i l l s , £. s. d 
m i n i s t e r of Morte, Co. Cornwall . . . . 50 0 0 
Robert Needier, to the use of John Tinckham, 
m i n i s t e r of Truro . . '. . . . 12 . 10 0 
and these payments from the Account of Tenths. 25th. Dec.1657 to 
25th. Dec.1658 -
Cornwall 
Samuel Beale, l e c t u r e r at Pendennis Castle 
( h a l f - y e a r to 1659,Mar.25) 
Leonard ^Velstead, m i n i s t e r of Penzance (same) 
"Richard K i l h y of Padstow( 9months to same date) 
Devon 
Geo. Hammond of TotneB(|-year to saw date) 
John TayloT^ of Combe R a w l e i g h f l i yrs t o same d a t e ) 
5d. Rearle of Seaton de Beare(9months to 1558,Dec 25) 
N. Mather of Be^nestaple(3 months t o 25 Mar. 1658) 
R. lo^th o f B r i x t o n (^ yr to 1559,liar. 25) 
Francis,Wilcocke of 3udley( ^ yr t o 1658,Dec 25) 
John Byshopp of Plumstocke(6 months to 1558, Mar 19) 
Jas. KingRwell of S. MouLton ( 6 months t o 165a,Dec 25 
Rich. Gonnant, m i n i s t e r of O t t e r t o n 
(5 months t o 1659,apr. 16) 
ThoF. ''/ellmfln of T-uppit(6 months to 1658, Dec. 25) 
I t i s curious t h a t some of-lthose mentioned above i n l i s t s aa 
l a t e a s 1659 - Ingels, R^ad, Harford, T.athew, Parsons, Papfsleigh, 
K i l b y , ¥o-^th, 'filcocke, B:^shopp, Kingswell- are' not found i n the 
1660-1662 E j e c t i o n records. I t . can scarcely be thought t h a t a l l 
these died i n the short i n t e r v a l , ' so t h a t most of these must have 
conformed.. 
The Voluntary Associations. 
I n the attempt t o work out the Pre'^byterian system i n p r a c t i c e 
great d i f f i c u l t y had been encountered, probably because the 
people d i d not understand what the system was. Even Shaw scarcely 
seems to have understood, since he assumes tha t the exercise of 
d i s c i p l i n e and censure was "the c h i e f f u n c t i o n of p r e s b y t e r y " ( v o l . i i . 
p.141-2). The main d i f f i c u l t y was t h a t the f u n c t i o n of the lay 
" e l d e r " does'not appear t o have been appreciated and they d i d not 
discharge t h e i r d u t i e s , or attend the meetings of the Classis of 
which they fo^^med an e s s e n t i a l p a r t . I n September, 1649 the 
P r o v i n c i a l Assembly of Lancashire was forced to- issue an urgent 
appeal - ' 
"The Assembly earnestly exhorteth the members of the several 
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l l and c l a s s i c a l l presbyteries to renewe theiT^e 
endeavours i n t h e i r d i s c i p l i n a r y dutyes w i t h i n t h e i r e 
respective charges, and to attend constantly t h e i r c l a s s i c a l l 
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l l and p r o v i n c i a l meeteings, and to s u f f e r noe 
discouragements from anie d i s a f f e c t e d p a r t i e to weaken t h e i r e 
hands i n t h a t worke. The elders of the t h i r d c l a s s i s are• 
more pa-"ticule_''ly exhorted herein. " 
(Shaw.ii. 122) 
The f a l l i n g away of the eldership became so bad t h a t by 1653 the 
Manchester Classis c a r r i e d out a review. A great many of the m i n i s t e r s 
too were slack i n t h e i r d u t i e s , so t h a t c e r t a i n abuses igi adminstration 
became apparent, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the Sacraments, 
ks l a t e as 1659, S a l f o r d was dependent on the neighbouring p a r i s h of 
fenchester f o r the regular c e l e b r a t i o n of Communion, and the c l a s s i s 
lad t o i n t e r f e r e (ibid.151) Wherever the clergy were i n doubt about 
i t - whether strangers were t o be admitted, or the character of 
parishioners was not what i t should have bben, they ceased to 
administer i t altogether. 
I t was due t o these f a c t o r s t h a t the more f a i t h f u l of the 
^'resbyterian c l e r g y saw the need of forming the Voluntary Associations 
i'ram 1653 onwards. Worcestershire was the f i r s t , and a good account 
)f i t i s given by Baxter i n h i s Autobiography (i.146-150). 
18. 
Quite independently, and yet about the same time i n 1653 a s i m i l a r 
move took place inCuraberland and ?/estmorland. "About the same time 
t h a t we were thus associating i n Toreestershire, i t pleased God to 
s t i r up the m i n i s t e r s of Cumberland and ^Westmorland to the same 
course." (Baxter, i . 162. 167) 
Other p a r t s of the country were quick to f o l l o w s u i t , and 
i n Cornwall an a s s o c i a t i o n was formed i n September, 1655 by 26 
m i n i s t e r s who met i n Bodmin, Although the f i r s t published records 
are dated from 17th. October, 1658, these e n t r i e s are obviously an 
account of what had already been done, r e f e r r i n g to tiisxSiTixxiSHX, 
KMKiiiXHXXthe Bodmin Middle D i v i s i o n , as having been holding re- u l a r 
meetings. The other two Associations may only havejflbeen a f f i l i a t e d 
i n 1658. They were:- ^ 
(a) The Eastern Association, comprising Boscastle and Looe. 
(b) The Western Association, comprising St. Agnes end Veryan. 
These three p a r t i c u l a r Associations or D i v i s i o n s would appear t o 
correspond to the Glasses (or C l a s s i c a l Presbyteries), and there 
was i n a d d i t i o n a general County meeting, representing the 
P r o v i n c i a l Synod, which met at Bodmin. 
The names of the M i n i s t e r s who were members are noted i n the 
L i s t of Ejec-ted M i n i s t e r s given l a t e r . The records are published 
i n the Minutes of the Bury Glassis, pp.175-188, by the Ghetham 
Society, (New S e r i e s ) , v o l . x l i . 
The A r t i c l e s of the Association give as the only motive f o r 
i t s f o r m a t i o n the mutual assistance i n preaching the Gospel, though 
the Minutes are almost e n t i r e l y corfemed w i t h the o r d i n a t i o n of 
m i n i s t e r s . 
Devon was only a month behind i t s neighbour^forming i t s Association 
i n October, 1655, and the Pre^sbj^rianism of t h i s County i s again of 
primary importance, since i n i t s design the v o l u n t a r y association 
i s the most elaborate of a l l , and i n the o p i n i o n of Shaw represents 
a p i i r e i y Presbyterian GlasSis of the 1647 Parliamentary type. His 
o p i n i o n ( v o l . i i . 4 4 7 ) w i t h regard to the F i r s t D i v i s i o n i s very 
much strengthened by the f a c t t h a t Calamy informs us of i t s 
c a r r y i n g out the work of o r d i n a t i o n i n 1654, i.e. before the 
f o r m a t i o n o f the v o l u n t a r y Association. (Continuation pp.328-9) 
The county was d i v i d e d i n t o 7 d i s t r i c t s , s t y l e d classes, w i t h the 
i n t e n t i o n o f h o l d i n g s u b - d i s i o n a l meetings once i n 6 weeks, 
d i v i s i o n a l meetings q u a r t e r l y , and a general Association meeting 
annually at Exeter. The Minutes of these meetings of the Genei^al 
Association have been published by Mr. R.N. Worth i n the 'Transactions 
of the Devonshire Association' 1877. pp. 279-288. There a>''e no extant 
records of the separate 7 d i v i s i o n s . 
I t s t w o f o l d purpose was the d i r e c t i o n of d i s c i p l i n e and o r d i n a t i o n , 
and to a t t a i n these the broad p r i n c i p l e s undeT'lying had to be made 
broad and generous, to prevent disagreement. The members were held 
together by the common aim of f a i t h f u l discharge of duty. At the 
General Assembly at Exeter the M i n i s t e r s "seeking ...the f a i t h f u l 
discharge of our m i n i s t e r i a l duty, the r i g h t ordering of our 
congregations" aggreed ' i n t e r a l i a ' -
(4) That none be admitted i n t o the General AfsociPtion t b a t w i l l 
A d m i n i s t e r the Lnrd'^ Supper promiscoiisly to P.11 s o r t s Pood Pnd hp.d.. 
(gf) That i n our c o n s u l t a t i o n s snd«lebPtes we w i l l not meddle w i t h 
c i v i l or secular matters o r any s t a t e afff?i-»^R, noi^ go beyond the 
bound of our c a l l i n g , but t r e a t of those things only which concern 
us i n our m i n i s t e r i a l f u n c t i o n for' the discharge of onr duty. 
(22) That i n thei''^ several d i v i s i o n s . t h e r e be o r d i r f t t i o r of 
m i n i s t e r s as occasion s h a l l be o f f e r e d . 
(30) That we engage o u r s e l v e s not t o b r e a k o f f from the Asnoc.iati'-'n 
nor to recede from anything agreed on t h e r e i n without showing our 
reason o^ ' d i s l i k e to the respective associations w i t n a l l h u m i l i t y 
f o r t h e i r s a t i s r a c t i o n . 
(D.A. T. 1R77. 279-^81) 
This l a s t A s t i c l e i n d i c a t e s the uneasy r e e l i n g of doubt as to the 
continued cooperation^Presbyterian, Independent, and those whom 
Baxter designates as "mere Catholics, men of no f a c t i o n , nor s i d i n g 
w i t h any p a r t y , but owning t h a t which was good i n a l l f s f a r an they 
could d i s c e r n i t ond upon a concord i n so much l a y i n g out themselves 
f o r the g r e r t ends of t h e i r m i n i s t r y , the people's e d i f i c a t i o n . " 
(Reliquiae Bextei-anae. i . 97) 
• 19. .. 
lestb^rs of the Devon Asso9"iatioa: 
Accepting Shaw's emendatioii- f o r the f i r s t group of names as being 
me&ers of the General Association pnd not the Pir^st D i v i s i o n , these . 
S^ir*© — 
. t e a . Kendall, Baldwin Ackland, F. N i c o l l s , W. HuckensSj Thos. Ford 
J. Aiden^ J. B a r t l e t t , F. Wilcox, Thos. Downe, R. Gaylard, Thos. -
Wilcox, W. Bankes,' A. Hare, R, Atkins, J. Qandy, J. T i c k e l l , M. Ddwne, 
John N i c o l l , T. Bowden, T. Bake, S. D. Hunt,'.A. Hodge, Jd. msgrave. 
(To whLch l i s t is« appended t h i s note) 
'According to the tenor of s e v e r a l l propositions agreed upon at t'he 
General Assembly, May 22, 1656, 1 subscribe t o the foregoing A r t i c l e s . 
Lewis Stucley. Thomas Mall." (^^^ *\ ^ ^ Ut^€^**^u) 
The p r i n c i p a l places around which the f d l l o w i n g Divisions were 
centred are i n d i c a t e d f o r convenience. 
D i v i s i o n the F i r s t . v ' 
John Steephens of Eastogwell; Rob. Lawe of Hennock; Wm. M i l l e r of 
Ghristowe; Nich. Downjno of Kingtengton; Wm. Yeo of Newton; Wm 
Toolcombe of Bickinhgton; Solomon P>"ideaux of Combtinhead; John Tooker 
of KingscRr.Bwell; Joshua Bowden of Ashburton; Thos. Carew of HacGOHft)«; 
Robt. ¥o.lcombe of Morton; Richard Herring of Tainto-Drew;Stephen Bloy 
of Ghudleigh; Thos. Spurway of' Ipplepen,; John Brayne o f Highweeke, 
This D i v i s i o n ordained Mmuhd Tucker, 24 May, 1654 (Cal. Cont. 388), 
and Vm. Pearce, 15 Sept. 1659(ibid. 343). ^ * 
D i v i s i o n the Second. 
°T Berrypomer-oy; John BuckleV n-p Ih^.l^^t^ll^. 
, ' x . ^ . u v o u e r o i arixham; >Nathaneel Mather o f 
Harburton; Richard BEynaore o f Woodley; Nathan Jacob of Ogborough; 
Geo. Hammond of Totnes; Francis Whiddon of Totnes; John Flare11... ; 
A l l a n Geere of Dartmouth; Thos. Glelend pf Chivelston; Geo. Fortlmer 
of Harburton; Richard luce of Blackauton. 
D i v i s i o n the Third. 
Geo.Hughes of Plymouth; Francis Porter of f l y m ( o u t h ) ; Jos, Squier of-
L i f t o n ; Jo. T i n d a l l o f B e e r f e r r i s ; Andrewe Gow of Peter's Tavy; 
Christopher J e l i n g e r of S. Brent; Richard Hamme of Lamerton; John 
Hussey of Okehamnton; Tho. Whiteharne of Budiaux; Wm.Knap«an of ' 
Bridestowe; Robt. Wyne of Tamerton P o l i o t t ; Jos. Roi?e_0f Buck land 
Monachora; Jas. Watson of Ermington; Chas.' Lamb of Sg^'^jekland; 
Sara Porde of Rinmore; Degory Polwheele of.Whitchurch; John Herring 
of Maristow; W i l l . Carslake o f Werrington; Tho. Martjm of Plymouth; 
Roger Ashton of Stowford; Peter Maye of Biekley. 
This D i v i s i o n Ordained Thos. Mart'yn at Plymouth(Gal. Acc.232.) and John Quicke, 2nd Nov 1658(Cal. Gont.331) 
D i v i s i o n the Fourth. 
Bet: Osborne of Jacobstowe; Nicolas Beckett of Bradford:; Anthony 
Palmer-of Bratton-Pieming; Wia.Knaploek or Doulton; Wa. Glyd of Instow; 
Jonathan Hanmer of Bishopstawton; Anthony Downe of Northam; Leond. 
France o f Ilfardcombe; Humfry Saunders o f Hollesworthy; t i l l , 
Wethicke(?) of Petrockstow; "Bartholomew Yeo o f A f f e r t o n ; Nathaniel 
Haydon of Alphington; Thos.Bridgman o f Inwardleigh; Jonathan Bowden 
of L i t t l e h a m ; Hum.Shute of Hunsham; Danyel Morton of Aishberry; 
Wm. Hutton of Northlew; B l i a s Eastway of Bradworthy; John Eery o f 
Landkey; Beniamjn Mawditt o f Sutcumbe; Michael Taylor o f Pyewcx)rthy 
Wm. Yeo o f E"as^ Bucland; Robt. Triggs of Ghittlehampton; Law. Hatch 
of Marwoode; Lewis Bradford of Goodieigh; Saaiuel Syamonds, 
Thds D i v i s i o n ordained SamueL Tupper, ^th, Aug, 1657. • 
D i v i s i o n the F i f t h . ' 
Tho. Trescot't of Shobrooke; Nath. Durant of Cheritoii;Eo. Snow of 
Morchard Bp.; John Hopkins o f Sandford; Wm. Harris of Washfield; 
Edmund Condye of Nymet-tracey. 
Div i s i^^r^J•^he Sixth. 
Samuell Pones of Woodbury; ..Ifillm. Wright gf,. Axmouth; Jno. W i l l i n g of 
©oiytoh; Robt. Parr of Clir^'jt*;^t. George; ^ij.ehard Gonant of Merton; 
F^-aheis Wilcox of Budley; P h i l i p Serle; Thos. Ayshford of TopisfeAj 
•Edi(sr.. Serleof Kenton and ^ Beare; Thos.: Chanoo of Harpford. ' 
D i v i s i o n the Saventh. 
Richard Saunders of Kentisbeare; Robt. Go.lTins of T a l l a t o n ; Sa«i. Hi.e^ J^ m• 
©f f e n i t o n ; Josiah Banger of Broade-Hembury;^Wm. Grompton of Col 
Thepoh.. Polwheile; Tho. Wrayford of Bradninch;Jo. G r i s h u l l o f 
T i v e r t o n ; Francis Sourton of Honiton. ^ ^ ' 
A A A ^ 
The Beginnings of Nonconformity- the Ejections. 
.The year 1660 saw King and. Church, Lords and Commons, back again, 
and t o a l l appearance .1ust__the same as ever. I t woul^seea that t h e s t 
twenty years of r e v o l u t i o n had made no di f f e r e n c e to titoe G o n s t i t u t i o n ; 
t h a t the e f f o r t s of the Presbyterians of the Convention Parliament 
t o prevent the recurrence of the works of a Laud or a S t r a f f o r d had 
i n f a c t come t o nothing; and the King remained u n f e t t e r e d save by 
his. own cunningly c o n d i t i o n a l promises contained i n the Declaration 
of Breda. Nevertheless beneath the surface these yearB^had l e f t t h e i r 
mark- the "res t o r e d " Monarchy was i i i a i not t h a t maintained byN 
James I and Charles I as of' Divine Right, but one governing i n the 
^presence of a Parliament; and while "episcopacy" was,restored as the 
'form of government of the Church of England, i t s bishops were 
almost as Protestant as any P u r i t a n could desire. There were other 
two enduring r e s u l t s of these years of revoltibion on the Church:-
( i ) At f i r s t Charles I I allowed h i s Parliament to tove i t s 
own way i n e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a f f a i r s because i t was more or less h i s 
own way. When, at a l a t e r period, i n the i n t e r e s t s of Roman 
, Catholicism, he t r i e d t o get h i s own way of Indulgence f o r - a l l who 
were not Anglicans, he r e a l i s e d t h a t he would b r i n g t r o u b l e on himself 
again i f he p e r s i s t e d ( a s h i s b r o t h e r d i d i n 1688) and l e f t the 
Royal Supremacy over the Church to be exercised by Parliament. 
As the bishops also prent^hgd sil];T^Ti'^er to the_la^[_j)ower, and were 
\ w i l l i n g to accept t h i s ^ y i n c i p l e . ~'t"hg-^hurch l e g a l l y f e l l i n t o the 
p o s i t i o n of a State department, w i t h state-made'Ta'ws and s t a t e -
appointed o f f i c e r s . 
( i i ) The second r e s u l t was almost immediate. The National 
Church ceased t o be i n ac t u a l f a c t what i t was i n l e g a l theory*, f h e 
i7;eligious c o r p o r a t i o n of which every Englishman i s a member,as i n 
the secular realm he i s a member of the State. To the "restored" 
l a t i o n a l Church, the Congregationalists w i t h t h e i r love of 
'independence', and the various sects each w i t h t h e i r one idea, were 
a l l c l e a r l y i rreconcilable,'.but i t seems f l ^ i r l y clear t h a t the •: 
'English Presbyterians might' have been r e t a i n e d i n - t h e i r allegiance 
to the Church as e a s i l y as"* in"'t h e i r allegiance to the aoharchy. 
As has been noted, they wepre mostly moderate i n t h e i r OhUrchmanship, 
d i s t r e s s i n g l y so to the more advanced members. C e r t a i n l y the men 
whom sfeas Bpxter was pleased t o describe..as "meije Catholics" ' -
would have been prepared to accept the ter'ms 6f A^^chbishop Ussher's 
'model' proposing a modified form of episcopacy-this was r e a l l y only 
strengthening the t r a d i t i o n a l synodical acjbion of the Church- and 
the making of c e r t a i n sy^ibols prescribed i n the Prayer Book o p t i o n a l 
instead of compulsory. Unfortunately men of . a l l p a r t i e s had j i o t yet 
seen and understood the v i r t u e of t o l e r a t i o n ; t h a t men might have 
d i f f e r e n c e s o f op i n i o n and yet remained u n i t e d i n fundamentals,. t h a t 
some men might use the Prayer Book and others worship without i t and 
s t i l l belong to the same Church, t h a t some cle r g y might be ordained 
by bishops and others by elders ^vA y^t the. Holy S p i r i t could work 
th'"ou,^h th'^ '^n '^•oth- ty^'^^e woT'e Ido^-p f'^reign to the ninds of th^se 
of e l l p ^ ^ t i o r ^ i n the 17th. century, and indeed i s only beginning 
to be completely appreciated i n the 20th. Had i t been seen at the 
Restoration, Christendom might have been spared some of the 
less edifying: i n c i d e n t s of dennminetionelism-, not Baxter w«s tvw^ «wU*4|r 
p x ^ r e P i r c r ^ri^cit wpp i^ o reP'"!'" "11 •^'^TI'F' ^.irds '^'h"n he ""/rf^te—"I 
^bho"^ •':'nliTnj ter) liiT^-^t.y --^ nd t-ile-ppti'^r of "11; and thlr'^': myself 
able to prove the wickedness of i t . " ( P l a i n Sc-^ipture Proof. 1651. ) 
21. 
From t h i s p r i n c i p l e - t h a t the o f f i c e r s and members of a Church 
must be of one mind- came the attempts to fprce men again to 
outward conformity, and the consequent resistance by, and ejection 
of,, a large m i n o r i t y who could not accept the conditions imposed 
upon them. The i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g about them i s t h a t while they 
had i n theory disclaimed the opposite p r i n c i p l e -of r e l i g i o u s 
l i b e r t y - t h e i r a c t i o n was the c h i e f cause i n e s t a b l i s h i n g i t i n 
t h i s country. -
The most immediate development arose through the claiais of 
the Royalist c l e r g y a f t e r the Restoration., Those who had su f f e r e d 
e j e c t i o n by the various agencies of the Parliamentary regiae now, 
assumed t h a t thei'r quondam benefices would be i^etu'^ned to them, and 
some not only demanded t h e i r r e t u r n , but took steps themselves to 
obt^ain'redress. These v i o l e n t methods were forbidden by Charles i n 
a Proclamation of 29 May, 1660. Seven months l a t e r , on 29 December, 
1660, the r o y a l assent was given to an Act f o r Confirming and Restoring 
o f M i n i s t e r s , which ordered t h a t the sequestered should be restored; 
and t h ^ t c l e r g y presented by the proper patrons but refigsed 
admission 'without l a w f u l cause' by the T r i e r s were to be given 
possession; also those presented by 'noble' patrons- a r e c o g n i t i o n 
of the p r i v i l e g e s of the House of Lords- and those presented under 
the" Great Seal between 1 May and 9 Sept. 1560. With* allowance f o r 
these displacements, clergy appointed since Jan. 1642/3 were 
confi-"med i n t h e i r posts, except those who had p e t i t i o n e d f o r the 
t r i a l of Charles I , opposed the Restoration, or 'given judgment' 
against i n f a n t baptism (a d i r e c t blow at the Baptists. ) r 
U L i s t of those Ejected 166Q/6;i. 
V)=Vicsr. (R)9Rector. (C)=Curate.'Adm. Comm. 'Sadmitted to l i v i n g by 
>arliamentar;'- ComTissinneT's etc. 'Dev. Ass. ' or 'Corn. Ass. '= member of 
ine of the Vol n f i t a r y Associations. Data f o r 1665 i s from episcopal 
'etur-ns given i n Turrier. Ord. =ordained. 'Lie. (P)' o r ' L i c . ( L ) ' = 
ice^ised as Presbyterian or Independent, given i n Tui^ner. 'Seqn' = , 
equestration. 'Dep. Bp. ' =deprived by Bishop's Sentence, i. e. by 
ishop Seth Ward. *=afterwards conformed. ( I ) = Independent. 
BStey. John Mauduit. Nobther evidence than Calamy f o r Anstey. 
' 1563 l i v i n g w i t h f a t h e r i n Exeter. 1665 a t Ottery St.Mary. 
Lie. (P) 30 A p r i l 1672-'•His House a Meeting Place.' 
•Shreigney. »John Bullhead. Adm. Comm. 2 Jan. 1655/6 by Seqn. Successor 
i n s t . 16 Aug.1660. Walker denies he l a t e r conformed, 
.xmi-nster. Bartholomew Ashwood. Adm. Comm. 24 Oct. 1556. Lie. ( l ) 1672-
'His House at Axmjnste,r a Meeting Place. ' 
arnstaple. N athaniel Mather. Adaj Comm. 12 Jan 1656/7.(1). 
i l S f a a a . W l l l i a m B a r t l e t . ( I ) . Asst. to Devon Commission 1654. Poraet 
Independent Church i n 1658. 
. Brent. Christopher J e l l i n g e r . Adm. Comm. 24 Feb.1547/8. Refugee from 
P a l a t i n a t e . Born near Worms. Educated Tubingen, Basle, 
Heidelberg,Leyden,Geneva. I n v i t e d , to England by John Wliite of 
• Dorchester(D. A.T. ) Si3gJ^ed Testimony 1648. Dev. Ass. When ej-i 
removed to Marldon where Lie. (P) 1672; After, l i v e d Kingsbridge. 
a l v e r l e i g h . Wm. Horsford. Adm. Comm. 25 Nov. 1657. Successor sequestered?"; 
^ f o r p e t i t i o n e d House of Lords 23 June 1660; i n s t . 23 Aug 1660. 
According to Walker came from New England, 
offibe Raleigh. John Taylor. The Seqd.R. restored. L i v i n g Exeter 1665. 
ean P r i o r . John Syms. L i v i n g seqd from and r e s t o r e d to Herrick the 
poet, whom Walker describes as a "sober and learned man." 
Dev. Ass. A f t e r e j . moved to Ashburtbn-"ye o l d John Syms 
preaching i n h i s own house at Ashburton. " Lie.(P) as of 
"near Ashburton. " 
rewsteignton. Richard He:^ring. Deprived of Rectory by Commissioners as 
g u i l t y of speaking against Chas.I and I I ; not saying Lord's 
Prayer i n 6 or 7 years;refusing to read Common Prayer, and 
not a d m i n i s t e r i n g Sacrament f o r many years. Dey. Ass. 
A f t e r e j . l i v e d at Kenn near Exeter. Preached i n own house:, 
ran Grammar School f o r which was prosecuted but discharged 
through Bp. Ward who knew him at University. Lie. (P) 1672. 
msford. W i l l i a m Pearse. Adm. Comm. 7 Dec 1655. Ord. by Presbyters at 
Wolboroughl659, ( c e r t i f i c a t e given by Galamy).' A f t e r e j . rented 
farm at Ermington. Preached at Tavistock f o r 19 years to 
22. 
a congregation meeting i n the great h a l l of Tavistock Abbey by 
permission of the E a r l of Bedford.(Congregational Hist. Soc. ) 
Lie.(P) as of Dunsford 1672. Met w i t h much opposition;moved to 
London where imprisoned f o r holding conventicle. Came to 
Ashburton and was co-pastor w i t h Palke. ' 
Exeter. Thos. Ford. Preacher at Cathedral. Signed Testimony 1648. 
Ford opposed d i v i s i o n of Cathedral as offensive to Anglicans, 
wished instead t o enlarge St. Mary More and St.Laurence. For 
preaching at Oxford 12 June 1631 against conversion of Communion 
Table i n t o A l t a r , was c a l l e d i n question by Vice Chancellor; then 
c i t e d before King and Council and ordered to q u i t Dniversity(DNB). 
Corporation of Plymouth proposed to make him Lecturer, but King 
I f o r b a d e , i t . Chaplain to Col. Fleetwood i n service of Gustavus 
Adolphus. 1637 R ofAldwinkle,Northants. 1645 seqd to Croydon, 
but refused. Membe^ of Westminster Assembly. Freeman of Exeter. 
Ford and F. N i c h o l l s named i n l e t t e r from Council of State" 1650 
as h o s t i l e to Government and t o be examined before a magistrate. 
Asst. to Dev. Commission 1654. Dev.. Ass. On Five Mile Act moved 
to Exmouth. One of 72 Devon m i n i s t e r s who signed Acknowledgement 
to Charles I I f o r Indulgence,167^. Lie. (P) as of Exeter-his 
house a meeting place, but only preached twice owing to i l l health. 
Thos. Mall. Preacher at Cathedral ( I ) . Go-pastor w i t h Stuckley. 
Lewis Stuckley. Preacher at C a t h e d r a l . ( I ) . Began to "gather" an 
Independent Church 1650. Made agreement w i t h Corporation f o r 
d i v i s i o n of Cathedral 1656. Tu^^ned out 1660. 
5niton. Samuel Hieron. Adm. Comm. 7 June 1656. Dev.Ass. A f t e r e j . 
returned to Honiton;frequently attending Pa-^ish Church, and then 
preaching in'own h'^^ip^. "Oft dist-'irb'd, and s, great s u f f e r e r f o r 
NonconfoT'Tnitj'-. Once h i s House WPP v i o l e n t l y broken .open by Order 
of peverpi Jupticep^ hi?' Good? hei-po- -nif led,.. 3xcommunicated f o r 
adm j ."^te-^inr S s c ^ r - i e r t of Bp.ot ip'^, , , I"io^''iponed n^ io-n the Five Mile 
Act i n Exeter G o a l ( s i c ) . . . His house was a Common Receptacle of 
poor Ejected M i n i s t e r s and p r i v a t e C h r i s t i a n s , who we^e f o r c ' d 
from t h e i r homes by the Rigour of the Times." Lie.(P) at School 
House Honiton. "G'-^ntjnu'^i i n H-~>nit^r t i l l about the Time of the 
Duke of ^nmouth's Landing, when he was f o r c ' d out of the Country. 
Remov'd to London, and s h o r t l y a f t e r dy'd at Newington"(1685/6) 
eifiington. John B a r t l e t . ( I ) . Lie. (P) at Bideford 1672, but a p p l i c a t i o n 
was from Independent Church.(Turner i.234) 
r b e r t o n . Geo. Mortimer. Adm. Comm. 5 Feb 1657/8. Dev. Ass. 1665 l i v i n g 
at Totnes. L i c ( P ) 1672. Presented at Mayor's Court,Totnes f o r not 
attending Church 24 Oct 1675. Took Oath of Allegiance at Totnes 1682. 
(D. A. T . x x x i i ) 
t t l e Hempston. Thos. Friend. Acc, to Walke-^(ii. 356) was i n possession 
"during the whole time of the Usurpation, at*the E x p i r a t i o n of i t 
gave up again t o ¥J'. Strode, and was a Very Honest, sober Man: nor 
was there, as f a r as I heard, any Exception to be made against him, 
the I n t r u s i o n only excepted, and h i s not Administering the 
Sacrament (as f a r as i t appears f^^ora the Parish Accounts) f o r the 
space of 9 years." Signed Testimony. 
e. Robert Gaylard. (C). Adm. Comm. 22 Oct 1656. Seqd G restored. 
L i v i n g w i t h f a t h e r a t Exter 1663. Dev.Ass. Order of P r i v y Council 
16 June 1669 f o r a r r e s t of Gaylard and W. CroJapton f o r preaching 
at Exe;^er. Lie. (P) as of Exeter. Fined £3. lOs. f o r being at 
Conventicle at house of A.Down. One of m i n i s t e r s of Bow Meeting, 
Exeter 1688. 
wardleigh. Thos. Bridgman. Signed Testimony. DevAss. 1665'left 
Inwardleigh f o r want of T y t l e ; l i v e t h i n Jacobstow i n o f f e n s i v e l y 
and p o o r l y . ' 
ttleham w i t h Exmouth. James Ousley. Lie. (P) at his house,Wootton,Dors-et. 
rwood. Lewis Hatch. Adm. Comm. 1 Aug 1656. Calamy gives him as ej.from 
S a t t e r l e i g h , but no evidence f o r t h i s (Walker i i . 1 7 9 : Parish 
Register: Gal.'253) DevAss. 1669 preaching at Crwys Morchard. 
L i e . ( P ) at house of Rob.Hatch,Satterleigh(Calamy probably made 
hi s assumption from t h i s . ) 
,vton Ferrers. John H i l l . Adm. Comm. 26 Mar 1652, and again 28 7fey 1656. 
Successor i n s t . 4 Mar I 6 6 O / I , having twicd made charges of H i l l ' s 
d i s l o y a l t y to the Throne, hot having administered Sacrament, having 
ana ' 
, 23. ' • 
Anabaptist t o preach f o r him - t h i s p e t i t i o n being presented to the 
King, who revoked H i l l ' s r i g h t s . Lie.(?) as of Exeter 16V2. 
'lymouth. Thomas Martyn. Appointed Lecturer at St. Andrew's by Cor'poration 
1650. "Fore'd t o d e s i s t from h i s p u b l i c k Work, upon ptetence of 
some Words which he was said to speak i n p r i v a t e conversation" 
(Gal. 232,256. Parish Register.) Ord.by Presbyters at St.Andrew's 
Asst.Corn.Commission 1554. Dev. Ass. Imprisoned on St.Nicholas' 
(now Drake's) Is l a n d 1665 w i t h brother-in-law, Geo.Hughes whom 
l a t e r succeeded as pastor at Plymouth. Released on bond of £1000 
not t o l i v e w i t h i n 20 miles of Plymouth. Lie.(P) and(C). 
With J. Hickes presented to Charles I I 'the g r a t e f u l l acknowledge-
ment ' of Devon m i n i s t e r s f o r Indulgence 1672. Occurs i n 
baptismal r e g i s t e r of No^ley St congregation,Plymouth as 
o f f i c i a t i n g 12 Junel672-6 Aug 1673. Buried St.Andrew's 1677. 
ly.Tipton St.Maurice. John Williams. (C). 1665 s t i l l there keeping p r i v a t e 
school, "who also preecheth there Not conformable and unlicensed. " 
lympton St.Mary. John Searle. According to Calamy e j . from here, and 
was c e r t a i n l y Curate f o r some time-Adm. Comm. 25 May 1648, but the 
evidence i s infevour of h i s being ejected as V. of Rattery, Devon. 
At Devon Assizes, w i n t e r 1663, "Searle of Rattery" was bound 
i n £40. He seems to have returned t o Plympton, being licensed(?) 
t h e r e , ' h i s house a Meeting Place'. 1685 imprisoned w i t h other 
m i n i s t e r s f o r 6 months at ''^ 'xete^  under the 5 Mile Act. 1690-
"wanting a Supply." Received a grant from the Common Fund. 
iTworthy. Michael Taylor. Dev. Ass, Lic(P) as of Holsworthy and of 
Tavistock. Received from Common Fund f o r service there 1690-1704. 
(Gordon. 365) 
t . Mary Church. Robert Stidston. Calamy gives him as a Nonconformist 
though he seems to have died i n 1661, Signed Testimony. 
ampford P e v e r e l l , Stephen Coven. 1565-"a wandering Seditious Seminary... 
sometime o f Sampford P e v e r a l l , who goes about from place t o place 
teaching S e d i t i o n , but where h i s Constant abode i s we cannot 
learne." Lie.(P) Grub St.London,1672 also ( I ) at Watlington, 
Oxon. 1690 " l i v i n g i n London, not fixed,poor." 
•,oke Fleming. Wm.Bayly. Sued f o r possession by seqd R. 3 Years Chaplain 
to Lord Robartes, V. Tamerton F o l i o t 1640. On outbreak of war f l e d 
t o London. Signed Testimony. DevAss. Remained at Stoke a f t e r e j . 
;okenham. Benjamin Cleland. Dev.Ass. At Devon Winter Assizes, 1652, 
bound i n &40 w i t h s u r e t i e s . Took Oxfod ''ath 1666. "Of en 
advanc'd Age when eje c t e d , and continu'd a Nonconformist t i l l 
King Chas.II h i s progress i n t o the West, and coming to Dartmouth 
J u l y 1671, when by the Inter-est of his great Friend and Patron 
S i r John Fowel, w i t h the King, J.fr. Gleland was indulg'd the 
L i b e r t y again to exercise h i s M i n i s t r y at St.Petrock's, without 
being o b l i g ' d to any other Te^^ms.of Conformity than the bare 
reading o f a few Prayers, and such of them only as he thought f i t . " 
l a t o n . Robert C o l l i n s . Dev. Ass. 1665 conventicles held i n his house 
at O t t e r y St. Mary. 1670 fined£40. 1575 fined£20. 1672 Lie . ( P ) . 
1681 a r r e s t e d f o r r e f u s a l to take Oxford Oath, and sent Exeter 
Gaol. 1582 f i n e d £20 f o r 2 months absence from.Church, and was 
o f t e n prosecuted i n E c c l e s i a s t i c a l Courts f o r not having his 
c h i l d r e n baptised or r e c e i v i n g Sacrament. Was excommunicated, and 
a w r i t issued against him, and i n s p i t e ©T t h i s was again 
prosecuted f o r non-attendance at Church. At length withdrew to 
Holland. 1690 preaching again at Ottery. I n h i s W i l l was the 
bequest of £20 " f o r the best K±iKX<^Hi9Ks advantage of the 
P r e s b i t e r i a n meeting i n O t t e r y where I f i r s t drew ray breath and 
whereof I were l a t e l y the Pastour." 
/ i s t o c k . Thos. Larkham. ( I . ) Resigned at wish of patron. E a r l of Bedford 
when he had been prosecuted at Assizes. 
rerton. John Chishul. Adm.Comm.4 Sep. 1654. Asst. Dev. Comran. ( l ) . 
Theophilus Polwhele. ( I ) . Adm. Comm 8Jan 1654/5. Asst. Dev. Commn. 
tnes, John Garret. Signed Testimony. Buried. the-^ e^ 17 June, 1552. 
Galamy describes him " i n r e s o l u t i o n a' s u f f e r e r f o r Nonconformity." 
Lowaan. Robert Carel. Successor i n s t . 15 Oct 1651.No other evidence. 
1559 preaching at Cullompton. Lic(P) .at house of Mary Kendall, 
Cofton 1572. Presented by churchwardehs of Tiver'ton as dissenter 
1 0 c t l 6 8 l ( A c t Book, Exeter.) 1590 at Crediton. 
•ring'ton. Wra. Ca^slake, (C) Dev. Ass. A f t e r e j . went to Lo.ndon. 1569 "one 
Gastlake, a Devonshire Nonconfoi^mist" preaching i r fishmonger 
A l l e y . L i c (P) as of Southwa^k. ActPd an pg-p.nt in obtfininp- l i c e n c P R 
f o i ^ country applicants (Tnr'neT'j i i , 37R) 
24. 
i^oodbury. Samuel Fones. (C). A f t e r e j . moved to Suffolk. Lie. (P) as 
of E.Bergholt, 1672. 
farcombe. John Galpin. Went as C. of Ash t r i o r s , Somerset whence e j . 1662. 
CORNWALL. 
i l i s l a n d . Ghas. Morton. ( l ) . Corn. Ass. Probably c a r r i e d to New England 
1685 the Minutes of the Association, now i n possession of the 
Massachusetts His t o r i c ^ g ^ S o c i e t y . Opensd at Newington Green what 
became p r i n c i p a l Indepe^t A6ademy i n London. I n v i t e d Calamy to -
accompany him to New England. 
Ireed. Tobias Boucher. 16^5 pf, ^ - l o t o r '•'•^ '^ havin<: :;''.''.^tly'; also as 
' p r r c t j p i n g phj'-sic, supposed without licence. ' 
•wennap. John Langford. Corn. Ass. 1666 l i v i n g s t Constpntine 'peaceable' 
Lie. (P) at Falmouth 167'^ ^Ipo Red_r i t h . 
.adocK. •7-'..'>ite. Successor i n s t . 10 Aug. 16&D. 1665 ' l i v i n g at Newlyn, 
an Ej. Min. who frenuents the Publique Ordinances. ' R. of Warleggan 
5 J u l y 1671. 
anteglos. Jonathan W i l l s . Corn. Ass. Lie.(?) 1672 as of Helligon, manor-
lioupe i n St. Mr.hjT pa"^ish, ""hich •""=s l i c e r s ^ ^ r i pp. p -meeting place 
i n the n^me of Anne S i l l y . 1690 s t i l l Living there'his maintenance 
scanty'. 
awgan i n Meneage. Samnson Bond. Adm. Comm. 16 Feb.1648/9. Successor i n s t . 
21 Aug. 1660. Appointed m i n i s t e r i n Ber:nudas by Company i n London' 
1662: c o n t i n u a l l y at loggerheads w i t h a u t h o r i t i e s . Wished l i b e r t y 
granted t o C h r i s t i a n negroes. Dismissed Islands 1670. RetUT-ned to 
England, r e i n s t a t e d by Company 1672. (Lijfroy. Early Settlement of 
Bermudas i i . 3 6 9 ) . 
gnheniot. Samuel Austin. Adm. Comm.14 Aug 1646,on p e t i t i o n from 
parishioners;by seqn. o f Hall,Bp of GhJster. Imprisoned w i t h 
Hughes and others a t Golden Fleece,1665. 
i t t l e Petherick. Otho Whitehorn. Seqd. R. who preached agaiti f i r s t 
a f t e r h i s r e s t o r a t i o n 25 Dec.1660, took l e g a l proceedings against 
Whitehorn. Corn. Ass. A f t e r e j . reported as at one time forced to 
cut tobacco f o r a l i v e l i h o o d . Lie.(P) at h i s house, Lower 
Trevathan,St. Merryn. 1672 
t. Breock. James Innes. 30 Aug; 1650 the Coujicil made an order f o r him 
as a Scotsman, to stay i n England, on 'taking the Engagement and 
' g i v i n g s e c u r i t y f o r good behaviour. Co3:'n.Ass. Reported preaching 
i n London 1664. Agent for' Licences 16752. Name appears among those 
recommending new m e t r i c a l v e r s i o n of Pi j a l t e r 1675. 
Anthony i n Roseland. John Go^bridge. (G).';Little evidence. Chaplain to 
Hugh Boscawen,M.P. 1660. Lie. (P) at houi5e,Mylor lB72,also at Penryn. 
1690-'has noe f i x e d congregation, but ])reached to a few at St. Maws 
where he resides; some few of the meane^r s o r t r e s o r t to h i a , to 
whom he preacheth g r a t i s . ' Received grant from Common Fund f o r 
preaching a t St. Mawes 1690-92.(Gordon. 243) 
;.Buryan. Joseph H u l l . Seqd. R. restored. 
Columb Major. Thos. Travers. Lecturer St. Andrew's, Plymouth,1648, 
when signed Testimony. Asst. Corn. Commn 1654. Corn. Ass. A f t e r e j . 
'much favoured' by S i r John Robartes, I n t . E a r l of Radnor, whose 
niece he married. 1665 'one of the " n o t o r i o u s l y d i s a f f e c t e d 
m i n i s t e r s " l i v i n g a t Saltash. 
..Eval. Stephen Revell. Successor i n s t . 7 Oct. 1661 on his r e s i g n a t i o n . 
Galamy gives him as o f St. Issy or St.B^'al, but no evidence of 
former. Corn.Ass. Ord. by Mi n i s t e r s ol' the Association 7 Janl656/S. 
4 o f h i s c h i l d r e n b u r i e d a t Ghrles Church, Plymouth 1665-71. 
. Ewe. • P h i l i p Harris. Seqd. R. restored. 
.Mabyn. Wm. Treise.. Adm. Comm. i^SatM Apr. 1655. Presented byJohn Treise, 
gentleman. Signed Devon Testimony-no li . v i n g given. Corn. Ass. 
Lie.(P) at house, Bodmin,1672. 
.Merrym. Samuel Tapper. Corn. Ass. Ord. at Holsworthy, Devon, 5 Aug. 1657 
by Saunders, G 1yd, Trevithick,M. Taylor, (!c Nie. Beckett of Bradford. 
A f t e r e j . l i v e d at Erosey,near Exeter. I'riend of Bp. Ward. Signed 
Acknowledgment of Corn. M i n i s t e r s t o Chsis. I I f o r Indulgence 1672. 
No record of Lie. (Turner i.232) Settledl at Lympstone c. 1687. ,His 
meeting house was broken up by "High Church b i g o t s " c. 1692. 
Moderator o f Assembly of United Ministers of Devon & Cornwall 1693. 
Good c l a s s i c a l scholar-'Translated 7 Books of Milton's Paradise 
. Lost i n t o L a t i n hexameters." 
t.Tudy. Nicholas Leverton. Turned out by Lord Mohun,patron, ^ad been 
sent home as prisoner by deputy Governor of Provdence Island, 
25. 
Barbadoes, f o r r e f u s i n g to use the ceremonies of the Church of 
England, 1540/1. He was a'aquitted and sent back, but soon returned 
to England. V.of Ubbeston,Suffolk,1544/5. " A f t e r some Years abode 
i n S u f f o l k , Mr. Anthony Nicols, one of the 11 Excluded Members, 
who had known him i n the U n i v e r s i t y , took him down w i t h him i n t o 
Gornwal, and s e t t l e d him at St.Tudy, the Parish wherein h i s own 
house stood." Corn. Ass. A f t e r e j . went to Ireland . 
t . Winnow. Thos. Hancock. No other evidence. Asst. Corn.Comm. 1654. 
Corn.Ass^ Lie,(P) at house, Morval.1672, 1590 'wanting a Supply" 
at E.Looe where had been since 1687, & received only £7 a year 
from h i s congregation. Received grant from Common Fund(Gordon 278) 
i l t a s h . John Hicks. Calaray gives as e j . Stoke Dameral,Devon;no other^ 
evidence. 1565-'one of 6 m i n i s t e r s , a l l n o t o r i o u s l y d i s a f f e c t e d ' 
l i v i n g at Saltash. Incurred r o y a l displeasure f o r p u b l i s h i n g 1671 
his angrnymous "Na r r a t i v e " of the s u f f e r i n g s of the Nonconformists 
i n Devon under the "Conventicle Act. Received r o y a l pardon 2 Janl571/'2. 
(Turner i i i . 5 9 3 ) Lie.(P) 1572, along w i t h h i s newly b u i l t meeting 
house i n Kingsbridge where was l i v i n g . He and T,Martyn of Plymouth 
presented t o Chas. I I the G r a t e f ^ i l Acknowledgemnt of 72 Devon 
Ministei-s f o r Indulgence 1672. Pined £20 f o r preaching, Exeter, 1575 , 
Removed t o Portsmouth. Executed at Taunton 1585 f o r c o m p l i c i t y i n 
Monmouth's Sebel l i o n . 
Lthney. Roger Flamank. Brother of Henry,R. of Lanivet. Lie.(P) at 
Wendron 1672. 1690 m i n i s t e r of small congr^egation at Gounrounsan, 
St.Enoder and'received l a s t year but £5'. Grant from CoBiraon Fund 
1590-4 (Gordon 265) 
LUtagel. Thos. Hearne. Corn. Ass. 
The Cavalier Parliament, however, was not s a t i s f i e d to leave 
matters there. With t h i s prevalent 'idee f i x e ' that o f f i c e r s , or 
even members, must be of one mind, and t h a t "dissidence" i n any 
form was a danger t o the State, they passed the four measures 
known as the "Clarendon Codd". The f i r s t of the series, the 
Corporation Act (1651) excluded members of the defeated p a r t i e s 
from l a y o f f i c e s , and l a i d down t h a t o f f i c e r s of corporations 
should receive the Sacrament according to the r i t e s of the 
Church of England w i t h 12 mgnths of e l e c t i o n ; should renounce the 
Solemn League and Covenant; and take the oaths of supremacy, 
all e g i a n c e and non-resistance. The second was the most important-
the Act of Uniformitv. by which every m i n s i t e r must- (a) use the 
Prayer Book and nothing 'else i n services (b) declare his unfeigned 
consent t o ever-ything t h e r e i n - e x i s t i n g berife'ice-holders to do so 
before St. Bartholomew's -Day, 24th.Augiifft,'1562 (c-) have episcopal 
o r d i n a t i o n . The t h i r d , the Cohventicle Act(1664) l a i d down 
p e n a l t i e s against a l l who attended services held otherwise than 
as diT>ected i n the previous measure. The f o u r t h Act, the Five-
Mile Act, has the appearance of being s p i t e f u l , although the basic 
idea was pr>obably t h a t of rendering impotent those who might be 
consideT>ed dangerous to the State, f o r by i t the ejected ministers 
were deprived t h e i r means of l i v e l i h o o d , , being neither/^to. teach 
nor to p r e a c h ^ i t n o u t having taken tne oath of non-resistance, 
and sworn t o be r a i t h f u l to the c o n s t i t u t i o n of Gnurch and State; 
nor were they to reside w i t h i n b miles or any town or borough or 
or place where they had held a l i v i n g . 
The s i t u a t i o n f o r the Presbyterians and Independents was 
rendered i m p o s s i b l e - t h e i r o r d i n a t i o n was regarded as i n v a l i d , 
they were to make p u b l i c d e c l a r a t i o n of assent to a Prayer Book 
w h i c h had been revised w i t h an a n t i - P u r i t a n bias, or to be 
deprived of t h e i r l i v i n g s . I t i s to t h e i r e v e r l a s t i n g c r e d i t that 
so many of them stood by t h e i r convictions and were ejected. The 
f o l l o w i n g data gives izs the f u l l s t o r y i n Devon and Cornwall: 
L i s t of those Ejected 1662. 
VON, 
^burton. * Joshua Bowden. Adm.Comm. 1554. Presented by Grown 13 Augl560. 
Dep.Bp. C r d . B r i s t o l 25 Sep. 166^. Became V. of Pi-ampton,Dor'set. 
hbury. Daniel i^Hr'ton. •Pp'v. Ass. 1655"left Asberry f o r Nonconformity; 
l i v e s s t i l l i n ye PaT^Ronage HoM^e, but not altogether i n o f f e n s i v e l v " . 
Lie.(P) Hatherleigh,1672. 
hprington. John Bureress. Dep.Bp. D^v.Ass. "Soon a f t e r being s i l e n c ' d 
he remov'r^ w i t h hi?' fp^.il"''' 
w i t h Mr. (^epr-e; f-po^. f p ^ . i l y to Dr.rtmouth pnd resided «bout 4 months th^nc- h^ r^ -mov'H to London." Settled f i r ' s t 
26. 
at Hackney; I.Iddx. "Hs was much te^ipted by the o f f e r s of Preferments 
i n the Chu-^ch t o hnve Conform'd: but he refus''^ them a l l and sate 
down content-^d at I^'lington, to keep B-^ aT^ derp of Glti-^enp^' Sons 
who went to school t o Mr. Singleton." 
^shton. Willlarn Bowden. "brother of J-^rhua of' Ashburton. Dep.Bp. 
Signed Testimony. 
iishops Tawton. Jonathan Hanmer. Dep.Bp. A?st.Dev. Comm. 1654. Dev.Ass. 
" A f t e r h i s Ejectment, very d i s t a n t Parts of the Kingdom enjoy'd 
the Happiness of h i s labours,vi?.Br^rnstable, London,Bristol, Pinner, 
and To^rington.". Lic(P) at Barnstaple 1672. "Commonly reckon'd by 
the Miriat^T'S, one of the greatest ^^ en f o r Parts and ? ' i n i s t e T > i p i 
A b i l i t y th*^ Ccuhty, or even the whole Nation afforded. " 
irampford Speke. Henry H ^ l l e t t . Ad^ Comm.22 S§pl654. Dep.Bp. 1665 l i v i n g 
at Exeter. Signed p e t i t i o n of Exeter miniatera who refused Oxford Oath 
Jratton Fleming. Anthony Pr.lmer. 'A^TI'Iratered Src^a^ient at Bratton but 
once i n 14 years(WalkeT- ii, 250;Cal. 245) Dev. Ass. A f t e r e j , returned 
t o d ) r i r - i n i l home at Br.-^nsianle. Lie. (P). A^ong Devon mini s t e r s 
"not f i x e d " 1690. 
Iridestowe. Tm. Knapman. Adm. Coram. 24 ?eb. 1646/7. Dev. Ass. At Devon Assiz< 
auti.imn, 1662 bound i n s i j r e t i e s to 'p-"osecttte. his traverse' (Assize 
Records 24.1.) L i c . ( P ) . at Padstow. Two l e t t e r s extant from Bawden 
V. of Padstow, e x n o s t u l a t i n g w i t h him f-ir- holding meetings there, 
also h i s r e p l y ( B o d l . Walker MS. c.24) 
irixham. John Kempster. Dep.Bp. Chaplain of Christ Church, Oxon. 
Dev. Ass. Ordered out at A s s i z e s , w i n t t r 1662. A f t e r e j . l i v e d f i r s t 
at Lupton. 1665 at Dartmouth, where Lie.(P) 1672. Remov'd London, 
1690 " l i v i n g neere St. Anthony's Church,without f i x e d charge. ' 
-r i x t o n . John Quick. Ord. Plymouth, St. Andrew's 1658 by 6 B.lTs ot whom J-.X'J^  
G.Hughes was one. 4 of the others a f t e r conformed. V. of.Ghurchstow 
v/ith Kingsbridge 1658,whence presumably ejected 1660. Ejected from 
B r i x t o n 1662;described by Bp. Ward as "ej.out of B r i x t o n . " Ordered out 
at Assizes. Imrigrm'd f o r 3 months & Iday,being released at same time 
as Q. Hughes & N. S h e r w i l l . Lie.(P) as of Plymouth. Imprisoned i n 
Marshalsea, Plymouth 1673. Removed London, became pastor of Bridge 
St, Covent Garden. Appointed pastor of English Church, Middelburg, 
Holland,1680. Returned London & s e t t l e d , being c e r t i f i e d as 
Preacher i n Bartholomew Close, Smithfield,1689. 
roadhembury. Josiah Banger. Adm. Comm. 29 Apr. 1657. Dep.Bp. Dev. Ass. 
A f t e r e j . moved to h i s estate at L i l l i n g t o n , Dorset. 1663 imprisoned 
Doreheste:'". w i t h F. Bampfield and others. Imprisoned Exeter 'upon the 
Five Mile Act*. Lic(P) at Winshara, Som. 
uckland F i l l e i g h . •Thomas Bav^den. C. to sen. R. on h i " r e s t o r a t i o n . 
R'='fiiS'='d f.n o^ onfoT*"^  16'^2, but, aa he infor^ri.ed Walker "continn.'d P 
Nonconfor-ni c-t f o r a f'=»w weeks only." (Talker ii. 392. Oa 1. 257) 
ucka^nd West. Josiah Gale. Signed testimony. 
h e r i t o n P i t z p a i n e . Nathaniel Durant. Dep.Bp. As a 'plundered M i n i s t e r ' 
a.pnointed R. of Abinger, Surrey, 1645;•f'emoved before June, 1646. 
Signed Testimony. Dev.Ass. 
hurchstow. John E l l i o t t . Name i n V i s i t a t i o n Book Nov.1662,but l i v i n g 
marked vacant.(Cal.252. as " - j . Gheston"). 
layhidon. Matthew Pember'ton. Ad. C09U11. 31 Mar. 1658. Dep.Bp. L i v i n g w i t h 
Mr. Thomson,High St. Exeter 1663. L i e . ( P ) as of fencnurch St.London 
1672. Reported 1690 as having moved from Hamaeramith,Mddx to become 
mi n i s t e r at f-^arlboro,Wilts. 
Dlyton. John Wilkin s . SeQ;d. V. bur ied there 1665, but does not have 
appeared t o have reclaimed l i v i n g . Dev. Ass. Took Oxford Oath 16666 
allompton. Wm.Grompton. Ada. Comm. 1655. Dep.Bp. Approved by Westminster 
Assembly 12 Junel651. Dev. Ass. At Assizes,Nov.1662, ordered out. 
1669 preaching at Cullompton. Order of P r i v y Council,16 Junel669 
f o r a r r e s t of Crompton & Gaylard f o r preaching at Exeter. Lie.(P) 
as of" Exeter 1672. 1690 " a t t Exeter an aged man & very poor." 
Rec. grant from Common Fund as at Exeter,1690-6(Gordon 246. ) 
artmouth. James Birdwood. G. at. St. Petrock's. Adm. Comm. 2 Feb. 1658/9. 
At Assizes 1662 ordered out. A f t e r e j . opened L a t i n school at 
Dartmouth. 1665 holdong p r i v a t e meetings there. A f t e r 5 Mile Act he 
removed t o an estate''at Marlboro. I n trouble f o r preaching. Removed 
to Hicks Down,Bigbury, where rented farm from Sir John Kempthorne, 
a r e l a t i v e o f h i s wife's. 'Lie.(P) and ( l ) i n house there 1672. 
During 7 years residence there f i n e d £20 and £50. Returned to Dartmouth, 
but was f o r c e d to leave f o r Totnes, where Dr. Richard Burthogge(D.CB) 
27. 
gave him h o s p i t a l i t y . A saying of hi s - " T i s b e t t e r to be preserved 
i n b r i n e than to r o t i n Honey." 1690'very poor.' Received £5 ye a r l y 
from Common Fund 1590-3. Only 3 c h i l d r e n (of 17) survived h i a , of 
whom the e l d e s t , John, i s ancestor of F i e l d Marshal Lord Birdwood 
of Anzac and Totnes(Bur^ke. 1929 ed. 286)' 
Dartmouth. John F l a v e l l . ( l ) . Lecttirer at ST. Saviour's. F r i c t i o n w i t h 
( c t d . ) Geare. Was ord. by presbyters a^ Salisbury 1650, the 
c e r t i f i c a t e being signed by John Conant, Rector of Exeter College,Oxon. 
" Alan Geare. V. of Townstall w i t h St. Saviour's. AdmComra. 1656 
Agreement s e t t l i n g Geare & P l a v e l l drawn up by Major-Gen.Desborough 
on 7 Aug. 1655. Dep.Bp. Owed s t a r t i n l i f e t o Francis Rouse(after 
Provost of Eton) and S i r Alex.Carew of Antony. Dev.Ass. 
letibury. Richard B i c k l e . Dep.Bp. According to Calamy h i s successor,' 
German Goldstone allowed him £20 per annum. Signed Testimony. 
1665 l i v i n g a t Totnes 'peaceably on h i s own. ' Lie. (P) a^ t Buckfastleigh. 
ast Down. John Berry. Adm. Comm. 1558. Dev. Ass. Took Oxfcjd. Oath 1666. 
"Once ( i f not o f t e n e r ) he l a y i n the common j a i l at Exeter f o r 
several months.," Lie. (P) as of Barnstaple 1672. At Barnstaple 1690-
"has a numerous f a m i l y , noe estate a t t a l l . " Grant from Common Fund 
1690-1704. Preached befni^r Assembly of United Ministers of Devon & 
Cornwall at Exeter., 1694. Moderator of AsRenyhiy 1696. 
anchideock. Edward Hunt. Adm. Comm. 1655. Presented by R. SiSssn 3row. 
Dep.Bp. D'^v.Ass.. 1665 l i v i n g at Sxter. Lie. (P) a t Exeter 1672. 
1690 Pt 3. T'oulton 'wanting supply. ' 
sbourne. Thos. Finney. Dep. Bp. Ordered out at Assizes 1662. 1565-living 
'sometj'-raeR a t Sxborn and sometymes at Barnstable.' 
ceter. Robt. A t k i n s . R. of St.John's. Dep.Bp. 'One of Cromwell's 
Chaplains. ' Appointed Scrilse of Assembly of Dev.Ass. 1657. 
One o f ministwT's at Cp?thedrpl Aug. 1657. Liv^g i n Exeter 1663. Signed 
P e t i t i o n of Devon m i n i s t e r s r - e f u s i n g Oxford Oath. Preaching Chard-
1669. Lie. (P) Fined £9-15.0 f o r conventicle i n house i n Exeter 1578. 
and £20 f o r same offence i n 1680 & 1682. "a very comely l i t t l e man., 
great NumbeT^ s of his sermons on many Subjects have been t r a n s c r i b ' d 
end are s t i l l handed up and down amgng his Friends."(1713). 
John B a r t l e t . St.Mary Major, Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. Asst. t o 
Devon Commn 1654. Dev.Ass. 1655 l i v i n g i n Exeter not nreaching. 
Lie.(P) 1672. 
Mark Down.R.of St.Petrock's. Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. Dev. Ass. 
Signed P e t i t i o n from Exter m i n i s t e r s r e f u s i n g Oxford Oath,1666. 
Lic(P) as o f Exeter. 
Thos. Down. Brother of Mark, and of Anthony(of Northam). R.of St. 
Edmunds w i t h St. Mary Steps. Adm. Comm. 1657, presented by Mayor & 
Corporation. Dep. Bp, DevAss. 
Alexander Hodge. V.of St. Thomas Apostle. Adm. Comm. 1657. Dep.Bp. 
S e t t l e d i n Holland; m i n i s t e r of English Church at D e l f t 1658. I n 
Amsterdam 1659 t i l l h i s death i n 1689. 
Perdinando N i c h o l l s . Dep.Bp. R,of St.Mary Arches. Signed Testimony. 
Asst. Dev. Commn.1654. Dev. Ass. & Moderator of i t s General Assembly,1657. 
With 12 other m i n i s t e r s a f t e r e j e cted signed p e t i t i o n 1660 as t o the 
settlement o f the Church, addressed t o Charles I I . Died 14 Dec. 1562. 
Robt.Oland. R.of St.Paul's. Given i n Bp. Ward's l i s t of Presbyterian 
m i n i s t e r s i n Exeter 1663. Not i n Calamy. 
Thos. Powell. C. o f St. S i d w e l l ' s. Adm. Comm. 1558. ( I ) , 
.berton. James Haddridge. Dep. Bp. Adm. Comm. 1558. 1565-'living at 
Halberton, thence ejected,but there remaines. ' 'Seditious s t i l l . ' 
1690 preaching at Cullompton. Lie.(P) at Hatberton 1672. Presented by 
churchwardens o f Halberton 1582 f o r not attending Church. 
well.Edmund Tucker. At v i s i t a t i o n Nov. 1562 appeared as C. but refused 
to subscribe. Previously R.of Dittishara; ord.thereto by 4th.London 
Classis 1654. 1665 l i v i n g at W.Xlvington,holding 'frequent & unlawful 
meetings'.'Suffer'd much f o r h i s Nonconformity';on one occasion 'being 
convicted f o r a Conventicle,& f i n ' d £30 f o r praying w i t h 3 Gentlewomen 
who came td) v i s i t h i s Wife,& comfort her upon the death of her Son & 
obly C h i l d who was drown'd at Sea. ' Lic(P) & ( I ) near W.Alvington. 
Later m i n i s t e r a t Kingsbridge,where c e r t i f i e d h i s house as place of 
worship,16 J u l y 1689, 
t i e Hempston. John Knight, C. Name struck out of V i s i t a t i o n Book. 
Lie.(P) as of Grediton. A f t e r l i v e d a t Exeter. 1690 'ancient & i n f i r m , 
l o t able t o goe abroad to preach. ' Unknown personally t o Calamy, but 
sent, him by l e t t e r 'some iadttSR^ints' w i t h respect to ejected 
m i n i s t e r s i n Devon. 
Eennock. •Robert Law. V. Presented Mayor & Corporation of Exeter 1648. 
Dep.Bp. 1665 l i v i n g at Abbots Kerswell,licensed, to p r a c t i s e medicine 
Calaffiy(l727) s t a t e d t h a t he afterwards renounced his conformity, but 
became R. of N.Lew 1670. 
lolsworthy. Humphrey Saunders. Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. Asst. Dev. Goaa. 
Dev. Ass. Moderator of Assembly 1658. At Devon Assizes, 1662, bounS, 
i n £40 & 2 sureties,probably f o r not reading Common Prayer. 1665-
l i v i n g at Holsworthy 'upon h i s temporall Estate & behaveth himself 
peaceably.' Took Oxford Oath a f t e r d e c l a r a t i o n to i t s meaning 1666. 
foniton. Francis Soreton or Sourton. Presented by S i r Wm.Gourtenay,1648; 
confirmed under Great Seal 1652, presented by Crown 1660. Dep.Bp.1662 
Signed Testimony. Asst. Dev. Comm. 1654. Dev. Ass. Ordered at Assizes to 
'prosecute h i s t r a v e r s ' . 1665 l i v i n g at Honiton. Imprisoned under 
5 Mile Act at Exeter 1666, but S i r William, 'being then High S h e r i f f 
of the County,got him releas'd & conve^'d him i n his own Coach to 
his House, where he continu'd t i l l he dy'd. ' Lie. (p) as of Powderhaa, 
also of Horaitdn; a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a place i n Homiton 'called the Chapel 
of A l l Hallows which i s only i n the power of some p a r o c h i a l l Trustees, 
not belonging a t a l l t o the Bishop's j u r i s d i c t i o n . ' (Turner i.211) 
:ifracombe. •Leonard Prince. AdmComm. 1655. Dep.Bp. Appears as R. of St. 
John w i t h St.George,Exeter at visitations,1668-74. 
!lsington. W i l l i a m Stuke or Stooke. Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. 1665-at 
Trusham ' l i v e t h upon a Tenement of hi s owne, as a husbandman and 
Cometh soraetymes to th a t Church, & heareth d i v i n e service, as w e l l as 
preaching & behaveth himself q u i e t l y & peaceably as to the Church as 
Commonwealth.' Lie.(P) at Trusham, h i s house a meeting-place. 
:nstow. Wm. Clyd. Adm. Comm. 15 June 1654. A Scot. Chaplain to Chas. I I i n 
his e x p e d i t i o n at Worcester, & taken prisoner. Dev.Ass. 
ipplepen. John Nosworthy. Dep.Bp; admitted had not subscribed & had 
preached on 24 Auggst,& promised not to preach without licence. A f t e r 
e j . preached p r i v a t e l y at Manaton. Forced by 5 Mile Act to remove to 
Ashb-urton where he preached but met w i t h much o f p o s i t i o n from Justice 
Stawell. L i e . ( p ) as of Manaton. 
"acobstowe.Peter Osborne. Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. Dev.Ass. 
joxbeare.Richard Saunders. Dep.Bp. Imprisoned at Exeter during War,hence 
no degree. Dev.Ass. Asst. Dev. Comm. 1657. A f t e r e j . l i v e d w i t h brother-
in-law, Robt. Land of Plymptree;later at Honiton. 1665 reported as 
•keeping conventicles,sometymes l u r k e i n g at Tiverton,sometymes i n 
Loxbeare,and other places f o ^ the same ends. ' 1669-preachnig at Crwys 
Morchard,Cullompton, & Uffculme. Lie.(P) as of Honitonjalso a t Siverton, 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r licence of Ebglish school as meeting-place not granted.' 
Arrested f o r preaching at Tiv e r t o n 1681,& on r e f u s i n g totake Oxford 
Oath except i n q u a l i f i e d sense was imprisoned f o r 6 months. Opened 
Presbyterian meeting-housein Tiverton,1687. Moderator of Devon & 
Cornwall Assembly(the 1st) at T i v e r t o n 1690/1. 
lenton. Geo.Kendall. Adm. Comm. 1656. Dep.Bp. Dev. Ass. 
j i t t l e h a m (by Bideford).Jonathan Bowden. Adm.Comm. 1655. Dep.Bp. Dev.Ass. 
1665 l i v i n g a t Moreton Hampsted. Lie. (P) as of "oreton. 
:.uppitt. Thomas Wellman. Dep.Bp. Signed Testimony. Asst. Dev. Comm. 1657. 
Lie. (P) as of Buckerell,1672; also ( I ) of L u p o i t t . 
Jarystow. John Herring. Successor inst.29 April,1663 'on de p r i v a t i o n of 
l a s t incumbent.' (Inst.Book,Exeter.Cal245,318). Signed Teatimony. 
As at. Dev. Comm. 1654. 'Ccntinu'd i n t h ^ ^ c^iah t'^n y^r^i^p p f t p ^ h^ ••"pa 
ejected, j r an estatehe had ther'e, and kept a school, "being protected 
by S i r Edward Wise,& very w e l l belov'd by the inhabitants. He 
purchas'd an estate i n South Petherwin, near Launceston,Cornwall,& 
continu'd l i v i n g t h e r e t t i l l h i s Death. There also he taught school, 
t i l l h i s s i g h t f a i l ' d him. He preach'd on the Lord's Day i n his own 
house t i l l he was inc a p a c i t a t e d bji the i n f i r m i t i e s of o l d age... He 
was never Imprison'd,fin'd, or Prosecuted f o r preaching or teaching 
school. ' Lie. (P) at S. Petherwin. 1672. 
i e r t o n . Bartholomew Yeo. Ad. Comml654. Dep.Bp. Dev. Ass. Lic(P) as of 
Hatherleigh. 1690 preaching at Jacobstowe 'wanting supply'. Grat»t from 
Common Fund 1690-2. ' 
ilorchard BishopilRobt. Snow. Dep. Bp. 'After he was ejected, Mr. Pridham, who 
succedded him,shew'd him great respect, & boarded w i t h him f o r some 
time'. Signed Testimony. Dev.Ass, OrdeT^ed out by Assizes. L i v i n g i n 
house at Exeter,1663. 
Joreton Hampstead. Robert Woolcomb. or Wolcombe. Adm. Comm. 1657/8. Dep. Bp. 
Lie. (P) as of Chudleigh, 1672. House at Moreton Hampstead c e r t i f i e d 1.689 
-•g9. •• , ./ 
bury, Richard Farrant. Adm. Coiam;-1654. Dep. Bp. Took Oxford Oath 1665. 
1569 preaching at Winsham, Sdm*^  Lie. (P) at house Musbury. 1672. 
tham, Anthony Down. Signed Testimony. Dev. Ass. , Asst. Dev. CoBsaan. 1@S7. ' 
Licr(P) of Northam,'l672. laprisoned 1558 f o r conventicle I n house,lXets 
Ogwell. John Stephens. Dep.Brp, Signed Testimony. Dev. Ass. 
H^ckstow. Wm. T r e v i t h i c k . AdiBGofea.'1655, Dep. Bp. Signed Testiaony. Asst. 
Dev. Commn. 1654. Lie. (P). of St.SVal, 1672. ^1690 preaching in-owa k<>ase 
there,but 'hath noe maintenance'. - • ' .. . 
lioe. Edward Grove.-Dep. Bp.' 16.65 'sometyme an i n t r u d e r i j i t o Pi-^hooe 4 -
ejected there for- h i s Nonconforiaity;wanders up and dowae soaetyaes -
i n one place & one while i n another. 1 knowe not where to f i n d e M b 
nor how he l i v e s . ' 
mouth. Geo. Hughes. V. of St. Andrew's. Leading P.Minister i n the county. 
According t o Calamy, Goramissioners came to Plymouth,Aug. 1662; t t p ^ d 
out a l l but o^e of the magistrates & silenced Hughes a week berore 
St. Bartholomew's. Successor i n s t . 30 Oct.1662. During War took refuge 
at Exeter & then Coventry. Drdw Testimony up & obtained signattiresj 
Asst. Dev..Commn. 1654. Under h i s influence m i n i s t e r s of the county 
'divided themselves according t o ye 4 parts of that county, i n t o 4 • 
D i v i s i o n s which met q u a r t e r l y , and sub-divided themselves according 
to ye numbers of M i n i s t e r s & nearness of Church,es i n t o a lesser 
d i v i s i o n which met every s i x weeks. For ye-West Constant Centre was 
Plymouth,& t h e i r place of meeting was Mr. Hughes hi s House. ' He iras ' 
alsothe 'prime instrument t o b r i n g about th a t t h a t Association aaoag 
ye M i n i s t e r s of Devon. ', L e t t e r fro i i i the Association to Cromwell was 
signed by Hughes as ^foderator & M.Down as s c r i b e ; described objects 
of Association. A f t e r e j . v i s i t e d Coventry where preached l a s t sermon 
to p u b l i c congi;'egation. At Devon winter Assizes, 156i2 bound to 
prosecute h i s traverse. 1665 he & T.Martin l i v i n g at Plymouth, 
'sometyraes Publique sometymes p r i v a t e perve^'ters i n t h i s Towne. '. 
Both imprisoned i555 on St. Nieholas' I s l a n d , i n Plymouth Sound, f o r 
9 months. Hughes c^ntr-acifeed 'an incurable Dropsy & Scurvy... Of f e r ' d 
his L i b e r t y upon c o n d i t i o n o f g i v i n g Security of £2000 not to l i v e 
w i f h i n 20 miles of PljTHOuth,which was accordingly done by h i s 
F-^lends with-iut h i s Knowledge,whereupon he retir'ed to King's-bridgge. ' 
Died there 1667. • ' ' 
Obadiah Hughes. Son of George.. Student at Chri s t Chruch,0xon. Imrpisoned 
at P e lican & Fleece Tavern,Plymouth,5 Oct. 1555-30 Mar. 1666;released 
on promise t o q u i t town w i t h Sherwillf^Quick. Father imrpisoned same 
' time. O r d . p r i v a t e l y by Gaspar Hickes & 5 othee ministers 9 Ifer*166f/0 
|Por some time exercis'd his'-Ministry about Pljrmouth as he had 
Opportunity, tho' he ran great r i s k s ; & was Several Ways a Sufferer. 
Not being any longer safe there, ,h^ ,.in-April 1674 came . to London,' 
where was chosen Pastor of a-considerable Part of '^r. Well's 
Congregation... Once sent to-I^few Prison... Cohtinu'd under B a i l f o r 
a Year together. ' Moved to E|if ield-, MidSx, and became Pastor of a 
Congregation meeting i n Baker. Stre^^^,.1689. 
Samuel Martyn. Calamy gives him as*silenced at Plymouth. Imprisoned 
w i t h i f a t h e r - i n - l a w N.Jacob f o r preaching 1684. Excommunicated, alid 
could not get o f f without t a k i n g Sacrament accoridng to .the Church 
of England. 1590 Pastor of congregation at, Liskeard,Cornwall. 
npton St; Mary. Geo. P i t t s . Signed TestimoTiy. A f t e r e j . went to London where 
died of plague. 
timore. Ambrose Clare. Signed Testimony. Ordered out at Assizes 1662. 
L i v i n g at Ottery St,Mary 1665 ' s t i l l upon h i s own meanes & c a r r i e s 
himself peaceably.' Lie.(P) as of Beaminster,1572. 
:i M John Musgrave. Calamy gives him as m i n i s t e r - i a l candidate i n 
Somerset. Dev.Ass. Took Oxford Oath. 1669 preaching at Taunton.' 
3. Edward Parr. Took Oford Oath 1566. He & Gundery used t o preach i n 
Newton Chapel, Aylesbeare, by connivance o f Sic.Courtis who became 
V. 1571. Lie.(P) at house Ottery St. Mary 1672. 
jrooke. Thos.Trescot. Dep.Bp. Sighed Testimony. Dev.Ass. 1653 l i v i n g 
at Exeter. Signed p e t i t o n about Oxford Oath. Lie.(P) Exeter 1572. 
be. John G i l l . C. Lie.(P) at house, Hawkchurch, 1672. 
yton.John Mortimer. 'After h i s being Silenc'd, he was reduc'd to Stpatts; 
went t o London to his Uncle Manton, who got him some Employment i n 
p r i v a t e Families, by which he p i c k ' d up a subsistence. He was i n 
the great C i t y i n the Time of the Plague, & there o f t e n preach'd i n 
the Publick Churches: & i n the Fire i n 1655 he l o s t h i s Books & 
,30. 
3ermon Notes. He a f t e r r e t u r ' d to Exon, where he l i v ' d many years, tho' 
laving a f a m i l y o f c h i l d r e n , he met w i t h Hardships & D i f f i c u l t i e s . '' 
•-•ic. (P) as of Exeter,1672. 1690 among Devon Ministers'not f i x ' d . ' 
le^cd. grant from Common Fund at BoW'1691/2. 
Jtaverton. John Horsham. Died there 1663. 
?amerton Foliot . R o b e r t Wyne or Wine. Dev.ABB. 1665 l i v i n g i n Tamerton 
Deanery. 'Theophllus Wines,H^. o f - A r t s , ejected of Tamerton F o l i o t , f o r 
Inconformity'.Lie,(P) 1672 of his'house at Landulph,Cornwall. 
f o r t h Tawton. Thos. Maynard. 'Aged jhen ejected. ' 1665 ' l i v e t h i n o f f e n s i v e l j ) 
i n Sampford Courtenay on a Tenement he holdeth i n r i g h t of his 
Chil d r e n . ' 
louth Tawton. Leonard Hayne. Presented by Grown 14 A p r i l 1662;successor 
at Visitation,Nov,1662. 1665 l i v i n g at W, Alvington 'on a Temporall 
Estate of his owne. ' 
r e a t T o r r i n g t o n . John Howe. Outstanding f i g u r e as preacher & w r i t e r . 
1665 l i v i n g at Torrington'peaceably.' Took Oxford Oathl666. 
Chaplain t o Viscount Massarene i n I r e l a n d . 1670; retu^^ned to England , 
1676. Became Pastor o f Presbyterian coogregation meeting i n 
Haberdashers' H a l l , London. Fined at Guildhall,1682 & 1683 f o r holdong 
conventicles. 1685 crossed t o Holland w i t h Lord Wharton;returned 1587. 
A c t i v e l y promoted Happy Union 1690(see l a t e r notes. ) 
otnes. Francis Whiddon. Lecturer. Ord. Dartmouth by Geare, Cleland, Syias, 
& Buckley, M i n i s t e r s of 2nd. Davn.Devon Association. A f t e r e j . preached 
at Totnes & Bowden. Took Oxford Oath. Lie. (P) at house Totnes 1672; 
applied f o r licence t o preach i n a house Newly erected & f i t t e d f o r 
t h a t Purpose. ' Presented at Mayor's court 1675 f o r not attending 
Church; 1677 several persons'suppressed' by 2 j u s t i c e s f o r attending 
conventicle i n ''/hiddon's house. Matter car'^'^ied to Assizes <5: at Lammas 
1678/9 he was i n d i c t e d f o r l i v i n g at Totnes. Died soon afterwards. 
gborough.Nathan.Jacob. Father a Major i n Parliamentary Army. Ord. by 
Cl a s s i c a l Presbytery of Salisbury 1652. Dev.Ass. A f t e r e j . taught 
i n house. Lie. (P) as of Ugborough. 1681 Mayor of Plymouth reported ' 
several conventicles, but none o f t h e i r teachers-Jacob,Sherwill, & 
Martyn-'have ever been taken.' 1684 Imprisoned w i t h son-in-law, 
S. Martyn i n Exeter j a i l f o r 6 months. Driven from Plymouth by 5 Mile 
Act, took refuge w i t h Ed. Noswo^'thy of D i p t f o r d . Sewell of New England 
notes i n h i s d i a r y t h a t heard him preach i n Plymou't^ 1689. 
)lyme. John Goodwin or Gooding. 'Died i n a good o l d fi^e, i n the dame 
Parish, not long a f t e r he was sil e n c ' d . ' 
)ton Helions. Lewis Facy. 1664 before Assizes f o r conventicles. Lie.(P) 
1672 as of Werrington. 1690 mi n i s t e r at Falmouth'with competent 
supply.' Succeeded Plamank at St.Enoder,Cornwall f o r which received 
grant from Common Fund 1695-6. 
ilborough. Wm. Yeo. Signed Testimony. Chaplain to Col. Gold's Regiment. 
Asst. Devon Commn.1654. Dev.Ass. Lie. (P) as of Newton Bushel 1872. 
1689 h i s house c e r t i f i e d a meeting-place. 
lodland. Thos. Palke. No incumbent ej^eteEed i n V i s i t a t i o n Book,Nov, 1662. 
No other evidence. Lie.(P) as of 0gwell,1672. 1690 co-pastor at 
Ashburton w i t h Pearse. 'Sxcom'^unicated f o r h i s Nonconformity & dy'd 
under i t , June 18,1693,Aetat. 56. ' 
odleigh. Richard Binnore. AdmComm. 1647 Dev. Ass. Took Oxford Oath. 
Lie.(P) at Woodleigh 1672. 1690 -'not fix'dfe. 
o l f a r d i s w o r t h y . Thos. Walrond. 'Not many Years a f t e r , made a very happy End. ' 
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tus Fleming. Wm.Vincent. Corn.Ass. 
wey. John Tutchin. Adm. Coram. 1657 Dev.Ass. 1690 preaching Fowey. 
ndrake. Caspar .Hickes. Member of Westminster Ass^gbly. Asst. CornCommii 
1654. Corn.Ass. Pined £40 under Gomventicle/ror preaching i n own 
house. Lie.(P) 1672. 
n i v e t . Henry Flamank. Adm. Comm. 1657/8. Corn.Ass; ord. by Association 1656. 
Lfficturer a t Pendenniss Castle 1656. Lie. (P) at house of Wm. 
Flaraank, St.Enoder,1672. M i n i s t e r at Tavistock,Devon c.1687. 
unceston. •Wm. Oli v e r . 1665 'somtimes resides i n Plimouth. '.Took Oxford 
^ Oath before E a r l of Bath, 1666. Lie. (P) as of Launceston. A f t e r 
master at Launceston f r e e school. 'Died a Lay conformist. ' 1681. 
,Gluvias w i t h St.Budock. Jos. A l l e n . Corn. Ass. 1665 l i v i n g at 
Perranarworthal,'behaving himself a u i e t l y i n Reference to ye 
Church and State. ' Lie.(P) a t St. Michael Penkivel 1672. 'Had h i s 
subsistence from Charitable Funds, but p r i n c i p a l l y from the Hon. 
Hugh Boscawen,Esa. ' v ,4 
. 31. 
i t . H i l a r y . Joseph Sherwood. A f t e ^ e j . l i v e d i n St.Ives;'to the day of 
his. Death' preached there & Penzance on a l t e r n a t e Sundays.. 1665-
' l i v e s u s u a l l y i n ye p a r i s h of St.Earth i n ye Quality of a 
husbandman;he was l a t e l y imprisoned there f o r presuming to preach 
p u b l i q u e l y i n ye Church.' 1690 preaching at Erisey,'his l i c e n s ' d 
place. ' 
I t . Just i n Roseland. Edward S h e f f i e l d . Adm. Comm. 1546. Corn Ass. 
Successor i n s t . 1 9 Jan. 1662/3. 1st.of 27 Cornish m i n i s t e r s signing 
.Acknowledgement to Chas. I I f o r Indulgence 1672, but|(Vecord of his 
being licensed. 
t . Me 11 ion. John L.ydston. Chaplain i n Parliamnetary Army. A f t e r 
Lostv/ithiel(1644) captured by Cavaliers, & c a r r i e d prisoner to 
Exeter. Adm. Comm. 31 Jan 1647/8. A f t e r e j . h i s successor,Thos. 
Grainger", 'set the Glebe to him f o r some Years, permitted him to 
l i v e i n the Vicaridge-house & boarded w i t h him.' 1555 at Saltash. 
Pined £40 fo^" holding conventicle withi^.over l e g a l number present. 
t . MMahael Penkivel.Joseph Halsey.Corn.Ass, 'brought i n t o t h i s country 
by Hugh Boscawen,Esq. &. l i v ' d a s Chaplain i n his ^''amily, while he 
pleached i n the Gh-.-;--ch i n t h i s place.' Lie. (P) 1572.1690 rec.gT'ant 
as m i n i s t e r at 'Me^ 'thaT'. 
y l o r . ThOB. Tregoss. Impr-isoned f o r " preaching 1663; T'emoved to Budock. 
Sent to I.aunceston j a i l f-^-* 3 mont,h8. 1665 '-living at Budock, a 
qreRt c o n v e n t i c l e keeper. ' Preached a g a i n at Mabe & again impr-isoned. 
Imprisoned e 4th time;released Sept 1677 ^'by P special oT'der from 
the XlnD' t o thp" V.cre^r.hPl of 3 o r i " t i n . ' For' pr>eaching p r i v a t e l y at 
Torrinp:ton, s e n t t ' ^ Exeter j a i l ^ '"o^r brll'^'"'' • ^ • • i t . x^'^'f'chirg pt 
Ilrb'- 1669/70. ^ i n ^ ^ t d t e l l e d £220. 
cobus. Richard Batten^ Corn. Ass. Lie. (P) St.Enoderl672. 
3^ruth, Thos, Triggs, Ord. R. of Landewednack w i t h Ruan Miior, by 4th. 
London Glassis,1649, Corn. Ass. Signed Acknowledgement to Ghas I I 
but no record of being licensed. 
fc, Clements, Vm.Upcot. Dep.Bp. 
b. Germans. Solomon C a r s w i l l , Asst. Corn. Commn. 1654. Corn Ass. Lie. (P) 
at ovm house where he preached, 
i l t a s h . Wm.Tombs or Toms. Asst. Corn.Commn.1654. One of 6 ministers at 
Saltash ' n o t o r i o u s l y d i s a f f e c t e d . ' Lie. (?) at house 1572. 
j i l l y I s l e s . John Horsraan.. No others evidence than Cclamy. Afterwards 
w e l l known i n P l y ^ i o u t h . 1690 l i v i n g at the White Cross i n thf 
Poult-py,london without f i x e d charp-e. 
Qland. John Fathers. Signed Testimony. 
•uro, John Tlncomb o'" Tingcombe. Corn. Comm. 1654. CoT^n.Ass. 
mdron, Robt. J ago. Calamy gives him ap pn af ter^-conf o r ^ n i s t h'lt rrpppMraably 
hp tbA Robt.J'^go e j e c t e d TiiiniPter> l i v i n g at H'^lston 1655. 
Lie. (?) the-ne 1672. Asst. Co^ 'n. Commn. Co^ 'n.AsR. 
*Robt. Jago. Son of l a s t . 'Asst. t o father-? Fined 100 marks at 
Winter^ Assizes 1562. 'At f i r s t , a zealous Noficonformist, 1*'^ was i n 
j a i l 3 months foT' defaming the Litur'gy; but as soon as he came out 
o f p r i s o n , a Benefice being o f f e r ' d him,he conform'd afte-"wards 
l i v ' d but scandalo 'Sly, ' 
L i s t o f those Ejected at Uncertain Date. 
[VON, 
r n s t a p l e . O l i v e r Peard. Calamy gives him nmong ministers silenced i n 
Devon. Lie. (1) 1672. 
deford. John Hanmer. Also i n Galamy(257. 398). (? i n D.N.B, under 
Jonathan Hanmer) Lie.(P) 1672. Ord. asst. to Peard atBarnstaple 1682. 
ixham. Josiah Morrice. Signed Testimony. 
e t e r . •John T i c k e l l . Appointed one o f C i t y minister's by Corporation. 
Granted £10 towards h i s moving 1657. 1665-one of Presbyterian 
m i n i s t e r s l i v i n g at Exeter. 1669 C. at Barnstaple. Dev.Ass. 
onkton. Thos.Lisle. Only Calamy's evidence. (252, 353) 
ore ton.' John Mi l i s . Calamy gives him as ejected at 'Jforeton', but not 
traceable.(Cal.253. ) 'John M i l l s , c l e r k , ' p r e s e n t at f u n e r a l of 
F,Nic}:iolls, 
t e r t o n . ^ R i c h a r d Conant. V. when signed Testimoi^y. Became V. of East 
Budleigh,1672. 
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nsal l o s . Nathaniel Tincomb or Tingcombe. Adm. CoOTm. 1655/5. 1655 described 
as'ej^ out o f Lasellos. '.. ' l i v e t h upon his temproall estate peacabl^.' 
Bkeard. Thos. N i c o l l . Only Galamy; Be\d.V. restored. 
lawnam T a l t e r Quar-neo Galo p:ive.s h i r r i as eg,lout was b u r i e d t h e r e OTI 
?)Cs Augo 1662o (Alumnae Oxov.o ) 
i u l l i o n o Johr Ashwoodo Only Cclo Otherwise v.r\kno\'m{Qe.lolbO',7?i\e.^ i 3 o ? 4 ' ^ ) 
'enzance. ^Leonard ^elfteed. Ad^^, OO^TTI , D.657, ^eqdo Vc restoredo 1 6 6 9 -
l i c e n s e d t o te«ch ^^pm^^pv ir» riiocese o f 3 T » T < ^ t o i ? Corn, Ass = 
^ochekrohn Stephens, Only Cale"iy -^^ ho ^ i v e p him PR s-n p f t e r - o o n f o r ^ T n i q f , , 
LIBO jJBiYOiM, ( O m i t t e d f r o m L i s t ) , 
;t„Budeaux, »}jVp.ncis Colli n s . , Curate, h u t r o c^iT'ote enter^pd I n Vi'^'ltPtio^^ 
Book,riov, 1 6 6 2 , ¥.0 othey evidence, V, o f Cha^lep Church,Plyn^^nth Ifi?.*^, 
t i l v e r t o n . N a t h a n i e l Byf i e l d . Approved hy 'YestT.inster A^^e^^hly 
Calamy g i v e s as e j , 1 6 6 2 j , h u t tofesk p l a c e h e f o r e 1 3 June 1 6 6 4 , vhev he 
p e t i t i o n e d t h e P r o t e c t o r t h a t had been d i s p l a c e d "by Ric,Bryan, 
Stoke Canon. John Jordan, Signed p e t i t i o n about Oxford Oath 1 6 6 6 , L i e , (?) 
as near Ifewton 1 6 7 2 , L i v e d ir> Sxeter a f t e r e j , Adm, Coninio 1 6 5 6 , 
Itonehouse. »7armsley, C, Stdnehouses Plymouth, Otherwise unkno^^n. 
Curacy v a c a n t a t V i s i t a t i o n tlov, 1 6 6 2 , 
To summarij?^these l i s t s , ^ j h o w s that the r e s u l t ! of the E j e c t i o n s 
i n terms of numbers f o r the two"counties, i s as f o l l o w s : -
1660/1. 1662. S j . u n c e r t a i n date. L§ler^^CQnformed, 
)evon- 40 80 1.1 10 
lornwall- 21 21 6 5 
Coitoparing these f i g u r e s with those of Matthews, the d i f f e r e n c e i s 
s l i g h t . For Devon the t o t a l of e j e c t i o n s i s a c t u a l l y the same, -tessfc^w* 
being 131, while h i s i s ,121, but he has not included the 10 a f t e r -
conformists, while I have, s i n c e the men wejig e j e c t e d whatever they 
may have done subsequently. For Cornwall, on the same b a s i s , I have 
one more e j e c t i o n noted than Matthews, 48 against h i s 47. We are a l s o 
not quite agreed about t h e d i f f e r e n t categories; I have tended to be 
l e s s sure about p u t t i n g men into the 1660 or 1662/, i f they are 
a b i t u n c e r t a i n , so that my f i g u r e s f o r t h i s 'uncertain' category are 
more than h i s . That i s i n e v i a t a b l e i n dealing with such material, but 
i t i s h e l p f u l t h a t the t o t a l s are almost i d e n t i c a l . 
A f t e r the E j e c t i o n s . 
When one looks at the subsequent h i s t o r i e s of the E j e c t e d , the 
' i r s t s t r i k i n g f a c t i s t h a t so few of them l e f t the country. P a r t i c u l a r l y 
r i t h the memory of the P i l g r i m Fathers having s a i l e d from Plymouth 
lound f o r t y y e a r s before, s t i l l i n the minds of the older men, i t i s 
l u r p r i s i n g that there was no attempt to follow s u i t , and those "^^V^jiublts^ 
i d leave England, only three or four, a l l went to the Continent A where 
ipparently the Act of Uniformity did not a f f e c t the E n g l i s h Churches 
i s t a b l i s h e d i n towns such as Middelb\irg, D e l f t , and Am^sterdam. A 
Lumber made t h e i r way a t d i f f e r e n t times to London, and were found 
losts as m i n i s t e r s of congregations, but the great bulk of the 
fonconformists stayed i n the same d i s t r i c t . Gondi^tions v a r i e d from 
own to town. L i t t l e groups gathered i n S a l t a s h , Exeter, Ashburton, 
iarnstaple, Ottery St. Mary, Kingsbridge, and Plymouth, where strong 
)i8senting congregations were formed. I n some instances men were 
.eft alone unmolested, even the new V i c a r boarding with two of them, 
ir a l l o w i n g them to s t a y on i n t h e i r home,e.g. Ashbury, 
But f o r a l l except the few fortunates who had considerable 
r i v a t e means, the l o s s of t h e i r means of l i v e l i h o o d was a great problem 
nd any new e f f o r t s were hampered by the laws. The learned professions 
ere confined to conformists, and only trade and farming were not banned. 
ery few of them took up these new trades; some began schools and do 
lot seem to have been i n t e r f e r e d with-John Burgess of Ashprington,James 
iirdwood of Dartmouth, John Herring of Marystow, John Williams of 
'lyrapton St. Maurice-made i t t t e i r p r o f e s s i o n . Two p r a c t i s e d medicine, 
hough it i s suggested 'without a l i c e n c e ' , and others held c h a p l a i n c i e s 
r other posts i n the households of gentry-Thos.Travers being 'much 
avoured' by the E a r l of Radnor,, John Herring by S i r Edward Wise, 
bseph Halsey and Joseph A l l e n by the Hon. Hugh Boscawen. Two strange 
xamples of the power of great friends^^ameliorate conditions were i n 
he case of Benjamin C l e l a n d of Stokenham, an o l d man, but a 
onconforraist u n t i l Chas. I I came to Dartmouth, when S i r John Powel, an 
I d f r i e n d , u s e d h i s influence with h i s Majesty, who allowed Cleland 
o r e t u r n to St.Petrock's, only committed to the reading of few prayers, 
nd such only of them as he thought f i t . ' ; the other being Samuel Tapper 
f St.Merryn, whose great f r i e n d and protector, according to Calamy was 
.0 other than the Bishop o f the diocese who deprived Nonconformists of 
h e i r l i v i n g s b y ^ h i s own sentences, and yet ..^  „, „ ^ 
' Mr. Tapper "often dined 
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t the Palace, and that when the Times r a n high against Nonconformity.... 
i promis'd to connive a t him as long as he could, provided that the 
Lturgy was always read by Another." 
Not a l l the e j e c t e d , however, were allowed to escape the 
msequences of t h e i r a c t i o n s so l i g h t l y as t h i s . The d i s t r e s s e s 
)llowing from the Act of 1662 were not so very great, but the p e n a l t i e s 
i f l i c t e d by the C o n v ^ i c l e and Five Mile Acts g r e a t l y aggi^avated the 
Ltuation. The p e r s e c u t i o n was i n t e r m i t t e n t , and i r r e g u l a r i n the 
jgree to which i t was enforced i n d i f f e r e n t places. Admitted that i t 
iB never so harsh as that d i r e c t e d against the Rbman C a t h o l i c s e a r l i e r , 
)r as that i n f l i c t e d by Louis XIV against the Hxiguenots, but i n soae 
ises there was much hardship and s u f f e r i n g . George Hughes of 
Andrew's, Plymouth was g/notable example of i t , s ince he contracted 
jvere i l l n e s s -'an incurable Dropsy'-from h i s 9 months imprison-ment 
1 S t . N i c h o l a s ' I s l a n d . The Conventicle Act put a u s e f u l weapon into 
inds' of l o c a l magistrates, and they could be severe- Thos.Tregoss 
• Mylor was imprisoned 5 times, and had to pay f i n e s t o t a l l i n g £220, 
ver y l a r g e sum f o r those days. Most of the m i n i s t e r s took to using 
l e i r houses as meeting-places, which meant that i t was sometimes broken 
ito by the ' J u s t i c e s ' or by informers. They were a l s o l i a b l e to be 
»agged before the l o c % c o u r t s by the churchwardens fo r not attending 
lurch, while Robert C o l l i n s of T a l l a t o n was excommunicated by w r i t , 
id then prosecuted f o r not attending Church.' These are p a r t i c u l a r 
i s e s , and probably more severe than the majority, but the Nonconformist 
5ver Knew when he too might be s i n g l e d out f o r l i k e treatment, and t h i s 
icluded the L a i t y j u s t as much as t h e i r m i n i s t e r s . 
Under the termdl of the F i v e Mile Act, m i n i s t e r s who had not 
ibscribed under the Act of Uniformity were required to take on o^th. 
d e c l a r a t i o n abhorring armed r e s i s t a n c e to the King, i n I similar'terms) 
) the 1662 form, with an a d d i t i o n a l c l a u s e - " L w i l l not a t ~ ^ y time 
ideavour any a l t e r a t i o n of government, e i t h e r i n Church or S t a t e . " 
! Parliament was then s i t t i n g there, i t was known as the Oxford Oatft. 
>me 13 m i n i s t e r s r e s i d e n t i n Exeter sent a p e t i t i o n to the Mayor and 
Ls t i c e s f o r the C i t y and County i n which they pointed out that t h e i r 
i f u s a l to swear was not to be s e t down as d i s l o y a l t y -
" But wee are w e l l assured That an Oath i s to be taken with 
a l l p o s s i b l e due c o n s i d e r a t i o n & Reverence of the d r e a d f u l l 
name by which wee sweare; & therefore cannot enough!^ tremble 
of the abusing of that name; which ( as wee j u s t l y f e a r e 
being not yet f u l l y s a t i s f i e d about the sense of the s a i d 
Oath); wee s h a l l bee g u i l t y i f wee sweare i n a sense of our 
owne ag a i n s t or b e s i d e s the meaning of our l e g i s l a t o r s ; Now 
being i n t h i s great S t r a i g h t wee could bethink our Selves 
of no b e t t e r Expedient f o r the present than the overture of 
t h i s h\;^ble P e t i t i o n ; Wherein wee declare from our hearts 
(wee could a l s o sweare i f thereunto required) that wee are so 
f a r f r o a l l thoughts & purposes of r a i s e i n g a new War; or 
R e s i s t i n g the Powers which by d i v i n e Providence are over us. 
That we are f u l l y r e s o l v e d never to take Armes against the 
King's Person, Crowne, Dignity or Authority; or to Ayd,Abett, 
Countenance or Incourage any other i n any Tumultous or 
Unpeaceable Endeavour towards the Distrubance of h i s 
Majesty's Kingdomes or Dominions;but to Adhere & behave our 
s e l v e s peaceably i n a l l things & a t t a l l tymes under h i s 
Majesty's government i n Church or s t a t e . . . , 
...May i t p l e a s e your Worships to putt a candid & 
favourable c o n s t r u c t i o n upon our presht wavering thereof 
i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of these Premises; & the P e t i t i o n e r s as 
i n duty bound s h a l l ever p r a i y e t c . 
Signed By Mr. Ford,Atkins, Downe, Stuckly;^ ^ ^ ^^uJh 
Mall, Powell & 7 others Minrs. (-U • t - t ' — * ^ V ' 
(Bodl. Ms. Rawl. D.328-in photostat copy) 
ere was a l s o a memorial signed by 12 Devon m i n i s t e r s as to the sense 
which they took the Oath;-
" I confess I have had some doubts concerning t h i s Oath but 
understanding p a r t l y by discourse with someone which 
concurred i n the making of the law,about i t t ; & p a r t l y by 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the law i t s e l f , & other laws. That the Oath 
hath no other meaning or end than to secure the Person of 
34. 
"the King's Majesty & h i s Authority;Whether i n h i s Person or 
Commissioners, & the government i n Church & s t a t e from being 
shaken or subverted, by any unpeaceable or s e d i t i o u s Endeavour 
out of our p l a c e & c a l l i n g : I am abundantly s a t i s f i e d to tender 
myself to t h i s Honourable court f o r the taking of i t t . 
Mr. H. Saunders. This D e c l a r a t i o n being openly made i n those very 
Mr. J . How. words(as neare as wee can remember) and candidly 
Ivtr. Gunnery accepted by the court, the Oath was thereupon taken 
Mr. Mortimer. immediately by the persons whose names are w r i t t e n 
Mr.Parr. i n the margin. 
Since by Mr. Berry. 
Before by Mr. Cleland. 
Mr. Bayly 
Mr. Parrant^These with t h i s addition-as f a r as 
Mr. W i l k i n s j t h e laws of man are agreeable to 
Mr. Binkly. the word of God. 
Mr. Binmore 
(Bodl. MS. Rawl. D. 1350. 329) 
I n 1672 came the D e c l a r a t i o n of Indulgence. Probably following/ 
procedure throughout the country as a whole, 72 Devon m i n i s t e r s and 
27 Cornish m i n i s t e r s addressed an Acknowledgement to Chas. I I . 
L i c e n c e s were i s s u e d to 'teachers' and meeting-places, as P r e s b y t e r i a s 
( P ) , Independent(I) or B a p t i s t ( B ) . They were sometimes general, 
without mention of any p a r t i c u l a r meeting-place, or f o r 'teaching' 
at some s p e c i f i e d house, or school. These references have already 
been given. 
^ It'J^'i'ound necessary to r a i s e some c e n t r a l faund to give help to 
many of the poorer m i n i s t e r s who were without r e g u l a r means of 
income, or to supplement some of the miserable p i t t a n c e s , l i k e Roger 
Plamank at St. Enoder who 'received l a s t year but £6, ' or Joseph 
Sherwood,paid £16 per annum at St. E r i s e y . To t h i s end there was 
r a i s e d the Common Fund, administered by the Fund Board of London 
P r e s b y t e r i a n and Congregational m i n i s t e r s . The l a t t e r , however, 
withdrew s h o r t l y a f t e r the foundation of the Fund i n 1690. I t was 
then known as the P r e s b y t e r i a n Fund Board (Gordon 158.) These 
r e f e r e n c e s have a l s o been included i n the L i s t s of E j e c t e d M i n i s t e r s . 
There i s l i t t l e information about the wholesale alarm and the 
imprisonment of M i n i s t e r s occasioned by Monmouth's R e b e l l i o n i n 1685. 
That probably means that the M i n i s t e r s of Devon and Cornwall took 
l i t t l e part_^^e:5g(^pt ^ r - J o h n Hicks of S a l t a s h , who i s one of the 
only*'w3/|'S:nown' to have taken p a r t , the other being Ferguson whose 
Tlhole c a r e e r i s r a t h e r involved. Hicks was one of the unfortunate 
v i c t i m s of the Bloody A s s i z e . 
The Decline of Presbyterianism. 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to observe that although Presbyterianism was 
such a strong body, w i t h i n another 60-70 years i t s u f f e r e d a r a p i d 
d e c l i n e . Although i t i s r e a l l y outside the scope of t h i s survey, 
i t would be incomplete without a b r i e f reference to i t , and suggested 
explanation. There appear to be two main reasons-
( a ) A more vigorous Independjiacy absorbed ^ moderate Presbyter ianism. 
The two s e c t i o n s of Nonconformity had never been able to f i t i n 
together very w e l l . Exeter serves as a good example, where the 
C a t h d e r a l had to be d i v i d e d a t a c o s t of £1000, so that Ford and 
Atkins with t h e i r P r e s b y t e r i a n congregation could worship i n the 
e a s t e r n h a l f , while Mall and S t u c k l e y with the Independents used 
the western. I t would be wiprng to a t t r i b u t e blame to one side alone, 
but there i s no doubt that the Independents showed an aggressive 
s p i r i t , f o r example, Stuckley and h i s congregation were engaged i n 
dispute over the excommunication^sic^ of two women members, Mary 
A l l e i n , and Susanna Parr, f o r attending P r e s b y t e r i a n s e r v i c e s . 
P u b l i c a t i o n s appeared on both s i d e s , and gradually became more 
involved. Ford and Atkins becoming implicated. Some o f the 
Independents l i k e Nathaniel Mather of Barnstaple were very 
c o n s e r v a t i v e i n t h e i r Independency, he being opposed to the Happy 
Union which was f i l l e d i n 1691 by some 80 and 90 P r e s b y t e r i a n and 
Independent m i n i s t e r s i n London and surrounding d i s t r i c t s . I t s 
"liappiness^ however, was s h o r t - l i v e d f o r t h e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s broke 
j i t up i n 1693. There were other considerations t oo , which played 
^ J h e i r part-the P r e s b y t e r i a n s were more conservative i n t h e i r p o l i t i e s 
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and many belonged to middle-class f a m i l i e s , while the independents 
tended to be more democratic. The vigour of the Independents i n 
many towns gave them the lead i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r congregations 
o*er the moderate point of view of the P r e s b y t e r i a n s , 
(b) The other reason was the 4±se of Deism. 
At the Revolution (1689) the P r e s b y t e r i a n s were an important p a r t y 
i n the Settlement. The e f f e c t of the Act of May,1689 ( c a l l e d the 
" T o l e r a t i o n " Act, although the word does not appear i n i t ) was i n the 
nature of a r e a c t i o n , and h e r e s i e s ( j u d g e d by the Canons and 
StHtutes which had so long kept the people of England under the r u l e 
of c i v i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l law) were rampant. Books, t r e a t i s e s , and 
pamphlets poured from the p r e s s ; and ancient h e r e s i e s were rev i v e d 
\inder the names of Arminianism, Soclnianism, and s i m i l a r heterodox 
views a s s o c i a t e d with famous " h e r e t i c s " . I n the r e i g n of Qween Anne, 
a more i n s i d i o u s form of u n b e l i e f designated 'Deism' was commonly held 
by a l l c l a s s e s , but p a r t i c u l a r l y by those who under the influence of 
the New Learning( i n c l a s s i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p and s c i e n c e ) were c a s t i n g 
o f f the s h a c k l e s of a theology that had long maintained i t s g r i p 
on Europe. 
The e f f e c t of these d i s i n t e g r a t i n g f o r c e s upon the Meeting-houses 
of the D i s s e n t e r s and upon the t r u s t e e s of t h e i r property takes us 
i n t o the 18th. century, and so outside the scope of t h i s t h e s i s , but 
has been n a r r a t e d f u l l y by J . Hay C o l l i g a n i n "The Arian Movement i n 
England"(pub.1913 by Manchester Univ. P r e s s . ) I t i s noteworthy that 
i t was i n Devon t h a t the most c r i t i c a l event i n Nonconformity occurred. 
The o r i g i n a l impetus f o r t h i s movement came from "The S c r i p t u r e 
Doctrine of the T r i n i t y " , a book by Samuel Glarge, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
scholar, and a London -Sector when t h i s book was published(l712). 
I t had a f a r - r e a c h i n g e f f e c t not only on the Church of England, but 
through the S a l t e r s ' H a l l controversy, on Presbyterians and Independents, 
lames P e i r c e , of Newbury, had accepted i t s conclusions when he moved 
to Exeter i n 1713, I n that c i t y were 5 congregations, managed by 4 
a i n i s t e r s and a committee of 13 laymen, who were soon disturbed by 
Peirce's C l a r k e a n t i e w s , as were most of the meeting-houses of Devon 
ind Cornwall, D i s c u s s i o n s went on u n t i l February 1718/9 when at 
ihe S a l t e r s ' H a l l , Exeter over 100 m i n i s t e r s , and many d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Laymen, summoned from London to support the two t h e o l o g i c a l p a r t i e s , 
jngaged i n t h e o l o g i c a l debate. Di v i s o n ensued, and by the l a s t 
l eeting the ' T r i n i t a r i a n s ' had withdrawn, and i n the previous week 
ihe Exeter Committee had exluded P e i r c e and John Withers, another 
ixeter m i n i s t e r from the Meeting-Houses. I t i s a long story, but i n 
lay Colliganfe words-..,"through P e i r c e the doctrine of Presbyterianism 
ras t amed i n t o new channels, and i t f i n a l l y flowed into Unitarianism 
it the end of the century. "(18th. Qenft»y Nonconformity. 26.) 
There are many va l u a b l e p o i n t s to be learned from the f a i l u r e 
and p a r t i a l s u c c e s s - of P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m i n England i n the 17th. 
entury, and the approach to the u n i t y of the Church w i l l be 
r u i t f u l as i t takes into account the movements i n the Church of 
hese l a s t 300 y e a r s . 
G i l l e s p i e , 
H i g h f i e l d , 
Venn Crescent, 
Plymouth. 
